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Excavations at the Ancient City of Tlos in 2018

Tlos Antik Kenti Kazilar1 2018

Taner KORKUT — Giil ISIN = Cilem UYGUN - Bilsen OZDEMIR — U. Ozan USANMAZ

The ancient city of Tlos, located on the western slope of
the Akdag Mountains, is an important Lycian settlement,
characterized by its high acropolis on a rocky outcrop
that defines the western boundary of the city center (figs.
1-2). Since the earliest habitation periods, a fort was
located on this rocky outcrop where the acropolis later
developed, characterizing early Tlos as a fortress settle-
ment. This geographical feature has played a decisive
role in the formation and development of urbanism at
the site. In fact, the important public buildings of the city
were built in a regular manner on the eastern slope of

i

Akdaglarin bati yamacinda kurulu Tlos Antik Kenti, kent
merkezini batida sinirlayan yiiksek akropol kayaligi ile
karakterize olmus 6nemli bir Likya yerlesimidir (Res.
1-2). Yerlesimin erken zamanlarindan itibaren Tlos’a bir
kale yerlesimi rolii kazandiran bu kayalik, kentin sehirci-
lik anlayisinin olusumu ve gelisimi agisindan da belirle-
yicidir. Oyle ki, kentin énemli kamu yapilari, akropoliin
doguya bakan yamaclarindan itibaren saglam kayag
dokusundan faydalanilarak muntazam bir sekilde insa
edilmistir. Stiphesiz bu yapilar icerisinde en ¢ok goze
carpan, akropol ile kenti kuzey-gtiney dogrultulu bir hat

Fig. 1
Acropolis and

gl ;—
-1 a3 g - R eastern walls
ol S 21* iy Res. T
n - -t 1-1-_-_-_ Lo ey . .
e '%-'W . m e ﬁ:ﬂ Akropol ve

dogu surlari
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the acropolis, making use of the solid bedrock. Undoubt-
edly, the most prominent ones of these structures are the
stadium that divides the acropolis and the city across a
north-south line and the fortification walls built on the
stadium’s diazoma. The stadium area, and especially the
rows of seats and the ground level (fig.2), where excava-
tions were carried out since the first years of Tlos exca-
vations, has been unearthed to a great extent. However,
comprehensive studies on the diazoma that is covered
with the ruins of the city walls were carried out for the
first time during the 2018 campaign, within the scope of
the project titled “Documentation of the Eastern Walls
of Tlos Acropolis” supported by the Scientific Research
Project Unit of Akdeniz University (SBA 2018-3266).
Fieldwork on the eastern walls of the acropolis consisted
of three stages, including cleaning of collapsed rubble,
removal of blocks, and excavations. Documentation
of the archaeological, epigraphic, and anthropological
finds was carried out by expert researchers, both on the
field and at the study collections storage facilities of the
excavation project. Apart from these field investigations
carried out across wide areas, the revision of the city
map of Tlos and the geo-radar measurements of the sta-
dium ground, which yielded important findings for the
prehistoric periods of the city, were other constituents
of fieldwork during the 2018 campaign. Additionally,
cultural-natural landscaping work was carried out across
the territorium of the city, like in previous seasons.

Fig. 2

General view of
acropolis and
stadium area
Res. 2

Akropol ve
stadyum alani
genel goriinim

ile bélen stadyum ve onun diazomasi Uzerinde yer alan
surlardir. Tlos kazilarinin ilk yillarindan itibaren ¢alisma-
larin yiratildigii stadyum alani (Res. 2) 6zellikle oturma
siralari ve diizliginde yiirttilen kazilar ile biiyiik oranda
aciga cikartlmig; surlarin yikintilartyla kapli diazomada
ise Akdeniz Universitesi Bilimsel Arastirma Projeleri
Birimi tarafindan desteklenen SBA 2018-3266 numarali
ve “Tlos Akropolii Dogu Surlari Belgeleme Calismalart”
baslikli proje kapsaminda ilk kez 2018 kazi sezonunda
kapsamli calismalar yirdtilmustir. Akropol dogu sur-
lari arazi ¢alismalari esnasinda moloz temizligi, blok kal-
dirma ve kazi ¢alismalari olmak iizere li¢ etapta etkinlik
gerceklestirilmistir. Arkeolojik, epigrafik ve antropolo-
jik buluntulara iliskin belgeleme calismalari hem arazi
hem de kazievi etiitlik eser depolarinda ilgili arastirma-
cilar tarafindan ydritilmistir. Oldukga genis bir alanda
ydritilen bu ¢calismalarin disinda Tlos Antik Kenti harita-
stnin revizyonu ve kentin prehistorik dénemlerine yone-
lik 6nemli bulgular veren stadyum diizligiiniin jeoradar
olciimleri de 2018 yili kazi sezonunda yapilan diger faali-
yetlerdir. Ayrica her yil oldugu gibi bu sezonda da kent ve
teritoryumunu kapsayan cografya icerisinde dogal-kiilti-
rel peyzaj calismalari yiiritilmagtir.

Erken Bizans Dénemi’nde akropoliin giiney eteklerinde
yogunlasan yerlesimin giivenligini saglamak maksadiyla
insa edilen surlar kuzey ve giineyde akropoli biitiincil
bir sekilde cevreleyen bir savunma hatti olusturmustur
(Res. 1). $6z konusu koruma bandr icinde “akropol dogu
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The city walls, which were built for strengthening the
defenses of the settlement concentrated on the southern
skirts of the acropolis during the Early Byzantine Period,
form a uniform defensive line surrounding the acropolis
in the north and south (fig. 1). Within this defensive
belt, the section known as the “eastern acropolis walls”
defines the portion of the wall built above the diazoma.
These walls, which were an important part of Tlos
city fortifications, form the highest and best-preserved
section, where the outline of the city defenses can be
observed most clearly. The eastern walls of the acropolis
are built as two separate and parallel (inner and outer)
walls. The space between these two walls was filled
with mortar and rubble, thus forming a very robust,
2.50-m-wide wall structure. At the northwest corner of
the stadium, the height of the walls reaches 10 m and
the frequent use of spolia blocks is observable in the
construction across the wall. Examination of the spolia
blocks revealed that many of the blocks used in the
construction of the city walls were removed from dif-
ferent structures, monuments, and even graves in the
city center. The procurement of distinct architectural
elements of various sizes and shapes as construction
material for the wall has also impacted the character of
the city wall’s masonry, resulting in irregular courses.
Repairs and additions to the city wall throughout various
phases of use have also contributed to the irregularity of
wall courses and masonry techniques. While this irregu-
larity is predominant across the city wall, only a section
around the gate that opens to the stadium diazoma calls
attention with the uniformity of its construction tech-
nique (figs. 3-4). The architectural floor characteristics
and pavement are distinct in this area, which set it apart
from the rest of the city wall. Furthermore, when the wall
remains behind this part of the walls were examined, it
was understood that an earlier structure with a very dif-
ferent design existed here before the construction of the
city wall. We believe that this building complex, which
consists of two main sections located side by side behind
the city walls, was used as a bouleuterion and a pryta-
neion with their doors opening directly to the diazoma.
This finding shows that the eastern walls of the acropolis
were not only a defensive line, but also an important
fortification system integrating the public structures of
the city’s earlier phases.

The partially standing eastern walls of the acropolis have
collapsed at certain points due to static weakening and
the collapsed rubble has spread over the diazoma at
these points (fig. 1). Concentrated at four different points,
this debris largely covers the stadium diazoma. For this
reason, the main purpose of the 2018 campaign’s work
in this section was to remove all the debris and rubble

surlar1” olarak adlandirilan alan, stadyum diazomas:
Uzerinde yiikselen ana bolimi tanimlamaktadir. Bizans
Dénemi Tlos kent tahkimatinin 6nemli bir pargasi olan
bu surlar yiiksekligi ve korunmusluk durumu ile kentin
savunma hattinin en iyi izlenebildigi yerdir. Akropol dogu
surlari i¢ ve dis olmak izere iki ayri duvar seklinde oriil-
mustdr. Ayrica bu iki siranin arasi har¢h moloz dolgu ile
doldurulmus ve béylelikle 2,50 m genisliginde oldukca
genis ve saglam bir duvar yapisi elde edilmistir. Stadyu-
mun kuzeybati kbsesinden itibaren yiiksekligi 10 m ola-
rak izlenen duvarlarin genelinde yogun bicimde diiz ya
da profilli bloklardan ibaret devsirme malzemenin kulla-
nimiyla insa edilmis bir iscilik egemendir. Yapilan incele-
meler sonucunda surlarin insasinda kullanilan bloklarin
pek cogunun kent merkezindeki farkli yapilar, anitlar ve
hatta mezarlardan sokdldagi anlagilmistir. Bu durum
surlarin duvar 6rgli karakterini de belirlemis ve nite-
ligi birbirinden farkli 6zellikler gosteren tas malzemeler
nedeniyle kent surlari diizensiz bir 6rgi sisteminde olus-
turulmustur. Bu sistem surlarin farkl kullanim evrelerinde
gecirdigi tamirat ve eklemeler ile de cesitlilik kazanmis-
tir. Surlarin geneline egemen olan bu diizensiz gériinim
valnizca stadyum diazomasina agilan kapi ve diizenli
duvar 6rgu sistemiyle dikkat ¢ceken bir bolimde farklilik
gostermektedir (Res. 3—4). Mimari désem bakimindan
farklilik gosteren bu alan belirgin bir bicimde surlardan
ayrilmaktadir. Ayrica surlarin bu béliimiinin arkasindaki
duvar kalintilari incelendiginde bu alanin daha énceleri
bir bagka yapi olarak tasarlanmis oldugu anlasiimaktadir.
Surlarin arkasinda yan yana konumlanmis iki ana bolim-
den olusan yapi kompleksinin dogrudan diazomaya aci-
lan kapistyla bouleuterion ve prytaneion olarak kullanim
goren yapilar olduklari 6ngoérilmistiir. Bu tespit, akro-
pol dogu surlarinin yalnizca bir savunma hatti degil ayni
zamanda kentin daha erken evrelerine ait kamusal yapi-
larini da iginde barindiran énemli bir tahkimat oldugunu
gostermigtir.

Kismen ayakta olan akropol dogu surlarinin statik neden-
lerden bazi noktalarda zayifladigr ve bu noktalarda yikin-
tilarin diazoma izerine yayildigi gorilmustiir (Res. 1).
Dort farkli noktada yogunlasan bu yikintilar biyiik
oranda stadyum diazomasini kaplamisti. Bu nedenle
2018 calismalarinin temel amacini diazoma (zerindeki
bu yikinti alanlarinin kaldirilmasi ve bunun sonucunda
hem sur hem de surla iliskili diger yapilarin mimari detay-
larinin anlagilmasi olusturmustur. Alandaki etkinliklere
moloz temizligi ve onun ardindan, yikilan sur bloklari-
nin ving yardimiyla kaldirilmasi ¢alismalari ile baslanil-
mustir. Calismalara kuzeyden itibaren, 1 numarali yikint
alanindan baglanilmis ve miimkiin oldugunca yiizeyde
bulunan moloz ve blok kalintilari kaldirilarak diazoma-
nin en gineyindeki 4 numarali bastion yikintisina kadar
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to expose the areas around the diazoma so as to under-
stand the architectural details of both the walls and the
buildings related with the walls. Activities in the area
started with debris cleaning and the removal of city wall
blocks with the help of a crane. Work started from the
first concentration of rubble in the north and proceeded
towards Bastion 4 located at the southern end of the
diazoma, and all the rubble and blocks on the surface
were removed in this expanse. In addition, cleaning
and block removal activities were carried out inside the
assembly hall (“bouleuterion/prytaneion”) and in Area 5,
where two bastions and the gate are preserved. After all
these preliminary activities, excavations were started in
the area. During the 2018 excavation season, the entire
section between Area 1 and Area 3 was unearthed down
to the level of the existing floor of the diazoma, and new
information related with the city wall and the assembly
hall was obtained. Excavations were ceased at Area
3, which is the area with the highest level of deposit
and rubble.

Area 1 covers the area between the northern edge of
the eastern walls of the acropolis and the edge of the
assembly hall (figs. 1-2). The northern part of the wall
is more stable than in other areas. However, intense
destruction is observed in the area, especially where the
assembly hall walls join the city wall. In addition, there
is a two-roomed structure in this part of the wall which
is integrated with the city wall but must have been built
in later periods. The room in the south is very well pre-
served, but only the eastern wall of the adjacent room
has survived. The first room in Area 1 is a rectangular
room that leans against the city wall in the west. The
entrance to the room is on the east and its walls have
been built hastily with a single row of stones (mostly
spoila blocks). Excavations carried out inside the room
revealed that a portion of the floor along the city wall
was paved with terracotta tiles. Moreover, two rows of
drain tiles placed in a north-south direction were also
uncovered by this pavement. Apart from these finds, a
simple U-shaped hearth was identified inside the room.
Based on the characteristics of wall construction and
floor pavement, this building seems to be related to the
use of the acropolis in the Ottoman Period. South of this
context lies the most intense accumulation of collapse
rubble from the city wall in Area 1. Most of the outer
wall blocks are collapsed in this area, exposing the inner
fill of the city wall. The completion of excavations in this
area exposed the foundation level and the architectural
details of the area where the assembly hall wall joins the
city wall. Thus, it could be observed that the high-rise
foundation blocks of the assembly hall continue unin-
terruptedly with uniform masonry until the northern end

ulasilmistir. Ayrica iki bastionla korunan sur girisinin
oldugu 5 numarali alan ile bouleuterionun igerisinde
de temizlik ve blok kaldirma ¢alismalari yiritilmigtir.
Tim bu 6n etkinliklerin sonrasinda alanda kazi calisma-
larina gecilmistir. 2018 kazi sezonu icerisinde 1 numarali
alandan 3 numarali alana kadar olan bélim diazomanin
mevcut ylirime zemini esas alinarak agiga cikartilmis ve
boylelikle sur ve meclis binasi ile iliskili yeni verilere ula-
silmistir. Kazi ¢alismalarr yikinti ve dolgunun en yiiksek
oldugu 3 numarali alana gelindiginde sonlandiriimistir.

1 numarali alan akropol dogu surlarinin kuzey sinirindan
meclis binasi baslangicina kadar uzanan boliimi kapsa-
maktadir (Res. 1-2). Surun kuzey béliimi diger alanlara
kiyasla statik acidan daha saglam durumdadir. Bununla
birlikte alanda ézellikle meclis binasi duvariyla surun bir-
lestigi noktada yogun bir tahribat izlenmektedir. Ayrica
surun bu kisminda sur ile organik iliski icerisinde olan
ancak sonraki dénemlerde yapildigi distintilen iki odali
bir yapi da bulunmaktadir. Giineydeki oda ¢ok iyi korun-
mus, onun yaninda devam eden ikinci odanin ise sadece
dogudaki duvari giinimiize ulasmigtir. 1 numarali alan-
daki ilk mekan batida sur duvarina yaslanmis dikdértgen
formlu bir odadan olusmaktadir. Girisi dogudan olan
mekanin duvarlari devsirme malzemeden tek sira blok ile
oriilmis 6zensiz bir iscilik sergilemektedir. Mekan icinde
gerceklestirilen kazilar sonucunda zeminin sura yakin
bélimlerinin tugla doésem ile kaplanmis oldugu tespit
edilmistir. Ayrica bu désem lzerinde kuzey-giiney dog-
rultulu yerlestirilmis iki kiink sirasi da ortaya ¢ikartiimis-
tir. Bunlardan baska mekan icinde bir de U formlu basit
bir ocak alani tespit edilmistir. Duvar ve zemin désemi
gbz Online alindiginda s6z konusu yapinin akropolin
Osmanli Dénemi kullanimi ile baglantili oldugu anla-
silmistir. Bu mekadndan gtineye dogru ilerlendiginde, 1
numaralr alanda sur duvari yikintisinin en yogun oldugu
bélime ulasiimistir. Alanin biytik oranda dis duvar blok-
lar1 ¢c6kmustiir. Bu nedenle surun i¢ dolgusu agiga ¢ik-
mustir. Bu alandaki kazi ¢alismalarinin tamamlanmasiyla
birlikte meclis binasi ile surlarin birlesim noktasinin temel
seviyesindeki gériinimii de ortaya ¢ikmistir. Boylece
meclis binasinin yiiksek tutulmus temel bloklarinin yapi-
nin en kuzeyine kadar benzer isgilikle kesintisiz devam
ettigi ve bu duvarin kuzey yondeki késeden meclis binasi
van duvariyla kesisecek bicimde ice dogru dondiiriil-
digi gorilmistir.

Meclis binasinin 6n alanindan baglayip yapinin giiney
yondeki sinirina kadar uzanan 2 numarali alan sur yikin-
tisinin en yogun izlendigi béliimlerden biridir (Res.
2-3). Bu alandaki calismalarin temel hedefini ézellikle
meclis binastyla baglantili mimari désemi yorumlamak
olusturmustur. Meclis binasinin dogu yondeki duvar
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of the structure and this wall turns inward at the north
corner to join with the sidewall of the assembly hall.

Area 2 defines an area that begins at the front of the
assembly hall and extends up to the southern edge of
the building. This is also one of the areas where the city
wall collapse rubble is most intense (figs. 2-3). The main
objective of investigations in this area was to reveal
the architectural floor related to the assembly hall. The
eastern wall of the assembly hall is characterized by
one course of high stone blocks placed on top of the
interlocking foundation blocks, followed by pseudo-
isodomic wall construction. This wall construction tech-
nique clearly distinguishes the assembly hall walls from
the masonry observed throughout the city wall. The main
entrance is located on the east wall of the assembly
hall, the doorway measuring 1.65 x 4.15 m (fig. 4). This
monumental gate has an elaborate appearance with the
lintel terminating in a hyperthyron arrangement. To the
south of this gate, a second doorway is located, which
was recognized before excavations, as one of the jamb
blocks is preserved in situ. This second doorway is 1.70
m wide, but it was blocked with spolia during the con-
struction of the city wall. A row of wall foundations that
extend from the northern jamb block toward the east
demonstrate that this area was also used in later periods,
like Area 1. However, in Area 2, it is not yet possible to
understand the architectural plan of the structure this
wall belongs to.

Fig. 3
Assembly Hall
Res. 3

Meclis Binasi

1 iy L R = —=
DETAY - A

Fig. 4 Eastern wall of the Assembly Hall

Res. 4 Meclis Binast dogu duvari

karakteri, altta kilit sistemiyle oturtulmus temel bloklari
tizerine gelen yiiksek duvar bloklari ve ardindan gelen
bir sira atkili isodom duvar diizenlemesinden ibarettir.
S6z konusu duvar érgi sistemi meclis binasini sur gene-
linde izlenen duvar isciliginden belirgin bir bicimde fark-
Ilastirmaktadir. Meclis binasinin dogu duvarinda 1,65 x
4,15 m olciilerinde bir de kapr bulunmaktadir (Res. 4).
Anitsal olcilerdeki bu kapi lento tzerinde hyperthyron
dizenlemesiyle sonlandirilmis zengin bir gériinim ser-
gilemektedir. Bu kapinin giiney yéniinde, kazi ¢alisma-
lar1 6ncesinde in situ séve bloguyla varhigi bilinen ikinci
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Fig. 5 Tile Graves
Res. 5 Kiremit mezarlar

Another finding that demonstrates that the area was in
use in different phases is the tile graves (fig. 5). During
the excavations carried out in front of the assembly hall,
3 tile graves were found in the section between the north
and south gates. All three graves are simple inhumations,
and they are bordered by the foundation blocks of the
building on one side and a simple rubble stone row on
the other side. All three graves were covered with tiles,
but they did not contain any material culture remains.
Anthropological investigations revealed that two adult
individuals and one child were buried in these north-
south oriented graves. Because deeper deposits were
exposed during the excavation of the graves, the situa-
tion provided the opportunity to understand the founda-
tion level of the structure and two soundings were dug:
the first, inside grave 1 located south of the first gate
and the second, just in front of the second gate. In both
soundings, it was observed that the foundation blocks
of the structure were more coarsely dressed below
walking surface and at just about 30 cm below walk-
ing surface, there was a fill, consisting of stone chips,
tile and ceramic fragments. The Hellenistic form and
decoration features of the ceramics coming from this fill
layer constitute the terminus post quem for dating the
assembly building. This finding that places the assembly

bir kapr acikhg daha bulunmaktadir. 1,70 m genisligin-
deki ikinci kapi arahigi da surla iliskili olarak daha sonraki
dénemlerde devsirme malzemelerle kapatilmistir. Kapi-
nin kuzey sévesinde baglayan ve dogu yéniinde devam
eden duvara ait temel sirasindan bu kismin da 1 numa-
rali yikinti alani gibi ge¢ dénemde kullanim gérdigii
anlagilmistir. Ancak buradaki duvarin nasil bir mimari
plani tamamladigini anlamak simdilik miimkiin degildir.

Alandaki farkli kullanim evrelerini gésteren diger bir veri
de kiremit mezarlardir (Res. 5). Meclis binasi éniinde
ydriitiilen kazilar esnasinda kuzey ve giiney kapilar ara-
sinda kalan béliimde 3 adet kiremit mezara rastlaniimis-
tir. Her ¢l de basit gomii 6rnekleri olan bu mezarlar
icin bir tarafta yapinin temel bloklan diger tarafta ise
sinirlayict olarak basit moloz taslardan yapilmis 6rgi
sistemi kullanilmustir. Iclerinden hicbir buluntunun ele
gecmedigi gémdilerin her birinin istii kiremitler ile kapa-
tilmistir. Yapilan antropolojik incelemeler sonucunda
kuzey-giiney dogrultulu goémiilerden ikisinin yetiskin,
bir tanesinin ise cocuk bireye ait oldugu anlagiimistr.
Mezarlarin kazisi esnasinda derinlesen seviye yapinin
temel diizenlemesini anlamak adina da iyi bir firsat olus-
turmus ve boylece birinci kapinin giineyinde yer alan 1
numarali mezar ile ikinci kapinin hemen éniinde sondaj
calismalar ydritilmustir. Yapilan her iki sondaj calisma-
sinda da ytirime zemininden 30 cm asagiya inildiginde
yapinin temel blogunun daha kaba bir iscilik sergiledigi
ve bu seviyenin altinda tas yongasi, kiremit ve seramik
parcalari iceren bir dolgunun bulundugu tespit edilmis-
tir. Bu dolgu katmani icinden gelen seramiklerin Helle-
nistik Dénem form ve bezeme ézellikleri tasimasi meclis
binasinin tarihlendirilmesinde terminus post quem olus-
turmaktadir. Boylelikle stadyum ile ayni dénemde inga
edildigi dusinilen meclis binasinin Hellenistik Dénem
tarihi de dogrulanmistir.

Akropol dogu surlarinda yiritilen kazi calismalari
esnasinda cegitlilik gosteren buluntular da ele gecmis-
tir (Res. 6). Bunlardan en dikkat cekici olanini Kalko-
litik Dénem tipolojisi gbsteren bir tas balta buluntusu
olusturmaktadir. Sur duvarn yikintisindaki dolgudan ele
gecen tas balta 6rnegi, daha onceki kazi sezonlari iceri-
sinde akropol kazilarindan ele gecen prehistorik dénem-
lere ait benzer buluntularin devami niteligindedir. Sadece
Tlos Antik Kenti icin degil tiim Likya Bolgesi icin de 6zel
olan bu buluntunun yani sira ¢alismalar esnasinda farkli
dénemlere tarihlendirilen seramik ve cam pargalari, sik-
keler, ok ve mizrak uglari, giille, ezgi taslari, heykel par-
casi gibi degisik objeler de ele gecmistir. Alandaki en
yogun buluntu grubunu olusturan seramiklerin biyiik
bir kismi Ge¢ Roma Doénemi ile Osmanli Dénemi ara-
sina tarihlenir. Bununla birlikte buluntular arasinda sur
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hall (bouleuterion/prytaneion) in the Hellenistic Period
also confirms the hypothesis that the assembly hall and
the stadium were built in the same period

Various finds were unearthed during the excavations
around the eastern walls of the acropolis (fig. 6). The
most noteworthy of these finds is a stone ax that is typo-
logically datable to the Chalcolithic Period. This stone ax
recovered from the fill of the city wall rubble is another
example of similar prehistoric finds from the acropolis
excavations encountered in previous seasons. Besides
this striking find that is not only significant for the
ancient city of Tlos, but also for the entire Lycia region,
ceramic sherds, glass fragments, coins, arrowheads,
spearheads, a cannonball, grinding stones, fragments of
sculptures dating to different periods were also found
during excavations. The most abundant group of finds
in the area is ceramics, most of which date between the
Late Roman Period and the Ottoman Period. However,
there are also ceramic sherds dating to the Classical and
Hellenistic Periods, which come from the rock tombs of
the acropolis behind the city walls. Another interesting
group of finds is the collection of arrowheads and spear-
heads dating to the Late Roman and Byzantine Periods.
These finds are very significant for documenting the
defensive function of the city wall. During the cleaning
and excavation of the eastern walls of the acropolis, new
epigraphic finds were also revealed. These new inscribed
blocks, which were found either as fragments reused in
the city wall inner fill or as spoila blocks reused in wall
construction, enabled us to reveal new information
related to Tlos. For example, one is an honorary inscrip-
tion dedicated to Teimanthes, a citizen of Tlos, who has
undertaken many public duties and has generously spent
his own wealth for the city and the Lycian League. In
another honorary inscription, Tediassa, also a citizen of
Tlos, is honored by the people’s assembly of Tlos.

As briefly summarized in this report, a large part of the
city walls was unearthed by the completion of the 2018
campaign at the eastern walls of the acropolis. This
campaign’s work has enabled us to understand all the
architectural details related to the city walls and have
revealed new data about the different phases of use in
the area. The city walls, which were built to defend the
Late Antique settlement on the Acropolis, were of vital
importance during the Byzantine Period, and remained in
use as a pre-existing line of defense during the Ottoman
Period. Although the wall construction system across
the city wall is composed of spolia blocks and exhibits
an irregular appearance, it is possible to observe differ-
ent details in the masonry related to repairs undertaken
in various phases. Undoubtedly, the most remarkable
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Fig. 6 Finds from excavations
Res. 6 Kazi buluntular

gerisinde kalan akropol kaya mezari kontekstlerine ait
Klasik ve Hellenistik dénemlere tarihlendirilen parca-
lar da mevcuttur. Ele gecen buluntular icerisinde dikkat
ceken bir baska grubu ise Ge¢ Roma Imparatorluk ve
Bizans dénemlerine tarihlendirilen ok ve mizrak uclari
olusturur. S6z konusu buluntular surun islevselliginin bel-
gelenmesi agisindan son derece 6nemlidir. Akropol dogu
surlarinin temizlik ve kazi ¢alismalari esnasinda yeni
epigrafik belgeler de tespit edilmistir. Gerek parcalar ola-
rak sur ici akintisindan gelen gerekse devsirme malzeme
olarak surda kullanilan bu epigrafik belgeler Tlos ile bag-
lanuli yeni bilgilere ulasmamiza olanak tanimistir. Orne-
gin s6z konusu yazitlarin birinde kent ve Likya Birligi
icin pek ¢ok kamusal gorev Ustlenen ve kendi servetin-
den cémertce harcamalarda bulunan Tlos vatandas: Tei-
manthes onurlandirilmistir. Bir diger yazitta ise yine Tlos
vatandasgi olan Tediassa’nin Tlos Halk Meclisi tarafindan
onurlandiriimasi vurgulanmustir.

Burada kisaca tanimlanmaya calisildigr tizere 2018 kazi
sezonu akropol dogu surlari ¢calismalarinin tamamlanma-
styla kent surlarinin biiyik bir b6limii agiga ¢ikartiimistir.
Béylece surlarla baglantli tim mimari detaylar anlas-
lir olmus ve gerceklestirilen kazilarla da alanin kullanim
evrelerine dair yeni verilere ulasiimistir. Akropoldeki
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findings of the 2018 excavations come from the re-used
assembly building attached to the eastern walls of the
acropolis. Excavations confirmed that this bouleuterion/
prytaneion was built in the Hellenistic Period along with
the stadium on which the city walls rest. This significant
public building of the city was connected directly to the
stadium diazoma through two gates. After the structure
went out of use during Late Antiquity, it was transformed
while its robust masonry and high-standing walls were
integrated into the city walls. Only cleaning and docu-
mentation were carried out in the assembly building in
2018, however, further investigations are planned in this
area for revealing more details about the building and
its various phases of use.!

1 We thank the General Directorate of Cultural Assets and
Museums of the Ministry of Culture and Tourism for grant-
ing us permission to work and the rectorates of Akdeniz
University, Mustafa Kemal University, and Haci Bektas Veli
University, as well as Suna & inan Kirag Research Center
for Mediterranean Civilizations of Kog University for their
support.

Ge¢ Antik Cag yerlesimini korumak maksadiyla insa edi-
len surlar, Bizans Dénemi icinde hayati énem tasimis,
Osmanli Dénemi’ne gelindiginde ise hazir bir savunma
hatti olarak varligini korumustur. Sur genelinde izlenen
duvar 6rgi sistemi genel olarak devsirme malzemelerden
olusturuldugundan dizensiz bir yapi sergilese de ilerle-
yen dénemlerde tamirat zorunlugu nedeniyle olusmus
farkl iscilik detaylarini gézlemlemek mimkiindir. 2018
kazilarinin stiphesiz en dikkate deger bulgulari akro-
pol dogu surlari icerisinde tekrardan kullanilmis meclis
binasindan gelmistir. Kazilar esnasinda meclis binasinin,
surlarin lzerine oturdugu stadyum ile birlikte Hellenis-
tik Dénem'de insa edildigi anlagilmistir. Kent kamusal
alanlarinin 6nemli bir pargasi olan yapi, iki giris kapisi
ile dogrudan stadyum diazomasina baglanmistir. Yapi,
islevinin sonlandigi Geg¢ Antik Cag icerisinde ise nitelikli
iscilik sergileyen yiiksek duvarlariyla kent surlarinin bir
parcasina doniismdstir. 2018 yili kazi sezonu icerisinde
sadece temizlik ve belgeleme calismalar yiiriitilen mec-
lis binasinda énimtizdeki sezonlarda yapiimasi planla-
nan cahsmalarla yapinin kullanim evreleriyle baglantili
daha detayli sonuclara ulasiimasi hedeflenmistir.!

1 Kazi izinleri ve desteklerinden dolayr T.C. Kultiir ve Turizm
Bakanligi Kaltir Varliklari ve Muzeler Genel Mudiirligi
ile Akdeniz Universitesi, Mustafa Kemal Universitesi ve
Haci Bektas Veli Universitesi Rektorliklerine ve ayrica Kog
Universitesi Suna & Inan Kirac Akdeniz Medeniyetleri Aras-
tirma Merkezi Midirligi’ne tesekkir ederiz.
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