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2020 Excavations at Tlos

Tlos 2020 Kaz Cal malar

Taner KORKUT — Burgin ERDO U — Turan TAKAO LU — Cilem UYGUN — Ozan USANMAZ

During the 2020 excavation season, excavation and
documentation studies were carried out in Girmeler
settlement. These made significant contributions to
elucidating the Prehistoric period settlement history of
the Lycian region and the parliament building com

plex in the city center of Tlos. In addition, rubble and

vegetation were cleaned before the excavations in the
theater temple. Other activities include epigraphical and
anthropological research and cultural landscape project
activities. Data processing activities for the archive in the
excavation warehouse were carried out in parallel with

preparatory publication studies.

The Girmeler settlement, located approximately 5 km
northwest of Tlos, is known to have been used since
prehistoric times. Unfortunately, the mound elevation in
front of the cave was destroyed by construction equip
ment in 1985. Dated to the 9th millennium BC and with
the scientific excavations initiated in 2010, the aceramic
layer is the earliest settlement remains of the Lycian
region. During the 2020 excavation season, the terrazzo

FIG. 1

Girmeler painted terrazzo floor.
RES.1 Girmeler boyal terrazo taban.
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2020 y| kaz sezonunda, Likya Bolgesi'nin Prehisto
rik yerle im tarihinin ayd nlat Imas nda 6nemli katk-
lar sunan Girmeler yerle imi ile Tlos kent merkezindeki
meclis binas yap kompleksinde kaz ve belgeleme ¢al -
malar gercekle tirilmi tir. Bunlardan ba ka tiyatro tap -
na nda kaz c¢al malar 6ncesi moloz ve bitki temizli i
yap Im tr. Dier faaliyetler aras nda epigrafik ve antro
polojik ara t rmalar ile kultirel peyzaj projesi etkinlikleri
say labilir. Kaz evi eser deposundaki kaz arivine veri
ileme faaliyetleri yayn hazrlk c¢al malaryla paralel
yaratdlma tar.

Tlos'un yakla k 5 km kuzeybat s nda yer alan Girmeler
yerle iminin Prehistorik c¢a lardan itibaren kullan Id
bilinmektedir. Ne yaz k ki 1985 ylInda maara 6nin-
deki hoyuk yukseltisi i makineleriyle tahrip edilmi tir.
2010 yInda balayan bilimsel kaz cal malaryla MO
9. bine tarihlenen akeramik tabaka Likya Bdlgesi’'nin en
erken yerle im kalntsdr. 2020 kaz sezonunda hoyé
Un hemen bat snrnda yer alan ve ylizeyden k smen
gorilebilen terrazo taban ag¢lIm tr. Kenarlar krmz
renkte Ucgen dizisi bordirle cevrili taban n buyuk bir
boélimndn tahrip edildi i, ginimuze sadece 3 x 1 m’lik
birksmnnulat goériima tir (Res. 1). Taban n tGzerin-
deki yuvalardan ve kaz lar esnas nda ele gecen yan k kil
topaklar ndaki dal ve saz izlerinden burada 50 cm aral k
larla yerle tirilmi ah ap direkli bir yap n n in a edildi i;
ayr ca direk aralar n n yatay dallarla sar larak kapat Id
anla Im tr (Res. 2). S6z konusu yap , kaz lar esnas nda
ele gecen yass ta balta ile bask teknii kullan larak
olu turulmu c¢akmakta dilgicikler do rultusunda Ake -
ramik Neolitik Ca’a tarihlenmitir. Anadolu ve Yakn
Do uda Akeramik Neolitik Ca 'daki “kult binalar ” veya
“tzel fonksiyonlu binalar” gibi sra d mimari yap larla
ili kilendirilen bu yap , ortulerek koruma alt na al nm -
tr. Girmeler Ma aras “A” galerisinin a z ndaki ikinci
kaz alan nda a¢ a ¢ kart lan kire¢ taban ve ocak kal A
tlar n n bulundu u katman ise burada ele gegcen mikro
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floor, located on the western border of the mound and
partially visible from the surface, was uncovered. It was
observed that a large part of the floor, surrounded by a
red triangle border, was destroyed. Only a 3 x 1 m por
tion has survived (fig. 1). From the burrows on the floor
and the traces of branches and reeds in the burnt clay
lumps found during the excavations, it was determined
that a structure with wooden posts set at 50 cm intervals
was built here. It was also found that areas between the
posts were covered by wrapping horizontal branches
(fig. 2). This structure was dated to the Aceramic Neo
lithic Period, based on flint bladelets that were formed
using pressure technique. A flat stone ax found during
the excavations. This structure can be associated with
extraordinary architectural structures such as “cult build
ings” or “special function buildings” in the Aceramic
Neolithic Period in Anatolia and the Near East. It has
now been covered and taken under protection. The layer
containing the lime floor and hearth remains unearthed
in the second excavation area at the mouth of the Girme
ler cave “A’ gallery was dated to the Epi-Paleolithic
period in accordance with the micro tools found here
and 14C analysis.

Excavations were carried out in the space measuring
17.5 x 19 m south of the parliament building complex
on the eastern slope of Tlos’ acropolis. During the exca
vations, initiated at the level of the south door opening
to the stadium diazoma, a square planned space adja
cent to the city wall, built with rubble stones without any
clamps, was unearthed. With the help of finds unearthed
in this area, the arrangement of the space can be dated
between the 10th-13th centuries AD. The first architee
tural finds belonging the original phase of the parliament
building are the wall extending in an east-west direction
and the niche arrangement on the west wall. The niches,
of which only the upper part were excavated, extended
in a southerly direction with an average distance of
1.55 m. Thus, the first finds on architectural planning,
reached in the southern and northern spaces, were
ornamented with niches (fig. 3). This similarity in plan
ning is also observed in the construction technique, with
the alternating use of bedrock and block masonry tech
nigues in the southern space. The ceramics unearthed
in the southern area are dated from the Classical period
to the Ottoman period in accordance with the general
fill context of the acropolis. The ceramic waste showing
Late Classical and Hellenistic period features and found
in the northwest corner of the south room is thought to
belong to the rock-cut tombs at the upper level of the
rock (fig. 4).
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FIG. 2 Girmeler clay lumps.
RES. 2 Girmeler kil topaklar .

aletler ve 14C analizi do rultusunda Epi-Paleolitik Ca 'a
tarihlenmi tir.

Tlos akropolinin do u yamac ndaki meclis binas yap
kompleksinin gtiney yoniinde bulunan 17,5 x 19 m dlgi
lerindeki mekanda kaz c¢al malar yuritilma tar! Stad
yum diazomas na a¢ lan giiney kap hizas ndan ba layan
kaz cal malar esnas nda oncelikle sur duvar na biti ik,
moloz ta larla aralarda ba lay ¢ olmaks z n 6rilen kare
planl bir mekén a¢ a ¢ karIm tr. Bu alanda ele gegen
buluntular yard myla s6z konusu mekan dizenlemesi
MS 10.-13. yiizy | aral na tarihlenir. Meclis binasnn
orijinal evresine dair ilk mimari bulgular ise do u-bat
yonunde uzanan duvar ile bat duvar ndaki ni duzen
lemesidir. Yaln zca ust ksm kazlan nilerin ortalama
1,55 m arayla giiney yonde devam ettii goralma tor.

1 Meclis binas c¢al malar na, “Tlos Antik Kenti Meclis Binas
Yap Kompleksi Kaz ve Belgeleme Cal malar” balkl ve
SBA-2020-5281 numaral proje ile destekleyen Akdeniz
Universitesi BAP Koordinasyon Birimi'ne te ekkiir ederiz.
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FIG. 3
Parliament Building complex.

RES. 3
Meclis Binas yap kompleksi.

FIG. 4
Parliament Building
ceramic finds.

RES. 4

Meclis Binas yap
kompleksi seramik
buluntular .
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Boylece giuney mekanda da kuzey mekéan gibi nilerle
hareketlendirilmi mimari planlamaya dair ilk bulgulara
ula Im tr (Res. 3). Planlamadaki bu benzerlik, guney
mekanda ana kaya ve blok 6rgi tekniinin dond Gmlu
olarak kullan Imas yla yap m tekni inde de izlenir. Glney
mekanda ele gecen seramikler akropolin genel dolgu
konteksine uygun olarak Klasik Donem'den ba layarak
Osmanl Donemi'ne kadar tarihlenir. Gliney mekann
kuzeybat ko esinde bulunan Ge¢ Klasik ve Hellenistik
Donem 6zellikleri gbsteren seramik at n n, kayal n Ust
seviyesindeki kaya mezarlar na ait oldu u di Gntlmek
tedir (Res. 4).
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