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Excavations at the Ancient City of Tlos (2005-2017)

Tlos Antik Kenti Kazilar1 (2005-2017)

Taner KORKUT — Giil ISIN — Cilem UYGUN — Bilsen OZDEMIR

Situated on the western slopes of the Akdag Mountains
and dominating the Xanthos valley, Tlos was one of the
leading cities of Lycia (Fig. 1). The territory of ancient
Tlos covered the valley floor formed by the alluvium
brought by the Esen River. It was bounded by the
Saklikent Canyon on the south and the Seydikemer dis-
trict on the north. Controlling a vast area, the city was
an important junction on the route leading from the sea
to the mountains. As stressed on the Lycian Road Guide
Monument, the road network of Lycia was comprised of
seven routes intersecting at Tlos. No doubt, this location
was determinative in the shaping of the city through
history. The foundation of the city is attributed to Tloos,
one of the four sons of Tremiles and Praxidike of the
Greek myths. Even so, the name of the city is believed
to have derived from this founder’s name. However, the
name of the city in the Lycian language is read as Tlawa,
and Dalawa in the Hittite sources is identified with Tlos.
Thus, the city’s existence goes back into the prehistory.
In addition to the above-mentioned linguistic evidence,
archaeological remains attested at the city center and
at nearby sites like the caves at Girmeler and Tavabasi
suggest that the foundation of the city started in the
Neolithic period at the latest!.

The rock tombs and sarcophagi on the acropolis’s rocky
mass rising at the city center and its highly-preserved
monumental structures have attracted travelers and
researchers for a long time. Indeed, most of the research
conducted to date have had a travelogue-like character,
and not actually based on scientific research. The first
ever scientific research conducted at the site were the
surveys conducted between 1994 and 2001 jointly
by the Ministry of Culture and Tourism and Akdeniz

1 For the ancient city of Tlos see T. Korkut, A Lycian City on the
Slopes of the Akdag Mountains (2016).

Akdaglarin bati yamaglarinda konuglu Tlos antik kenti
Xanthos Vadisi’'ne hakim konumuyla Likya Bdlgesi’nin
onde gelen kentleri arasinda sayilir (Res. 1). Esen
Nebhri altivyonlariyla olusmus vadi dizligini de kap-
sayan antik kentin egemenlik sinirlari giineyde Saklikent
Kanyonu kuzeyde ise Seydikemer ilgesi ile ¢izilir. Oldukga
genis bir alani kontrol eden kent kiyidan daglara uza-
nan gtlizergahta 6nemli bir kavsak konumundadir. Likya
Yol Klavuz Aniti'nda vurgulandigi gibi, Likya Bolgesi
vol agi yedi farkli giizergahtan Tlos'ta kesismistir. Hic
stiphesizki bu konum kentin tarihsel siire¢ icerisinde
varliginin - sekillenmesinde  belirleyici olmustur. Kentin
kurulusu Yunan mitoslarinda Tremiles ile Praksidike’nin
dort oglundan biri olan Tloos’a dayandirilir. Hatta ken-
tin isminin bu kurucuya dayandigina inanilir. Ancak
kent adinin Likce'de Tlawa olarak okunmasi ve Hitit
kaynaklarindaki Dalawa isminin Tlos’la dzdesligi kentin
varhgini Prehistorik Caglara kadara tasir. S6zkonusu lin-
guistik verilerin disinda hem kent merkezi hem de yakin
cevredeki Girmeler ve Tavabasi Magaralar gibi yerle-
simlerde tespit edilen arkeolojik kalintilar kentin kuru-
lus hikayesinin en ge¢ Neolitik Dénem‘de bagsladiginin
kanitlarindandir!.

Gerek kent merkezinde yiikselen akropol kayaligi iize-
rindeki kaya mezarlari ve lahitler gerekse buiyiik oranda
korunmus anitsal yapilar ile antik kent uzun zamandan
beri gezgin ve arastirmacilarin dikkatini ¢ekmektedir.
Gergi bugine kadar yapilan arastirmalarin biyik bir
kismi seyahatname niteligindedir; kapsamli bir bilimsel
aragstirmaya dayanmamaktadir. Kentte gerceklestirilen
ilk kapsamli bilimsel arastirmalar T.C. Kiiltiir ve Turizm
Bakanligi ile Akdeniz Universitesi isbirliginde 1994-2001
yillari arasinda yuritilen yiizey arastirmalaridir. 2005

1 Tlos Antik Kenti icin bk.: T. Korkut, Tlos. A Lycian City on the
Slopes of the Akdag Mountains (2016).
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Fig. 1 Tlos, general view of the ancient city

University. Regular excavations have been undertaken
by an interdisciplinary team since 2005.

Excavations have covered not only the rock tombs and
sarcophagi on the acropolis, but also important public
structures such as the stadium area, city basilica, temple
to Kronos, large baths, and theater. In addition to the
work at the city center, excavation and documentation
were also conducted at the Girmeler and Tavabasgi set-
tlements within the city’s territory. Data obtained since
2005 has the capability to reshape the history not only of
Tlos but all of Lycia. The concerned findings have been
presented to the academic world via various studies?.
Research conducted at Tlos is now presented in ANMED
(News Bulletin on Archaeology from Mediterranean
Areas); therefore, all of the surveys and excavations con-
ducted to date are summarized below.

Acropolis hill is the number one area of excavations
(Fig. 2). The rock mass of the acropolis bounds the city

2 Publications related to the excavations at Tlos are listed on
the official website of the excavations: www.tloskazilari.com

Res. 1 Tlos antik kenti genel goriintis

yilindan itibaren ise interdisipliner bir ekip tarafindan
diizenli olarak kazi etkinlikleri gerceklestiriimektedir.

Kazi ¢alismalari kapsaminda Akropoldeki kaya mezar-
lar1 ve lahitler disinda stadyum alani, kent bazilikasi, Kro-
nos Tapinagi, biiylik hamam ve tiyatro gibi dnemli kamu
yapilarinin arastirlmasina éncelik verilmistir. Kent mer-
kezindeki ¢alismalarin yani sira teritoryumda kalan Gir-
meler ile Tavabasi yerlesimlerinde de kazi ve belgeleme
calismalar yiritilmektedir. 2005 yilindan itibaren yiiri-
tilen kazi ve ylizey arastirmalari esnasinda sadece Tlos
antik kenti degil ayni zamanda tim Likya Bélgesi’nin
de tarihini yeniden sekillendirecek verilere ulasiimistir.
Sézkonusu bulgular farkl calismalarla bilim diinyasina
sunulmaktadir?. Tlos Antik Kenti'nde ydriitiilen arastir-
malar Anadolu Akdeniz Arkeoloji Haberleri Biilteni’nde
(ANMED) ilk kez tanitldigindan bugiine kadar gercek-
lestirilen kazi ve yiizey arastirmalarinin tamami bu yazi
kapsaminda 6zetlenmistir.

2 Tlos arastirmalariyla baglantili yayinlar kazinin resmi web say-
fasinda (www.tloskazilari.com) tanitilmaktadir.
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Fig. 2 Tlos, acropolis

center on the west and is one of the important areas
where settlement can be traced uninterruptedly. The
peak of the hill was arranged for the dynastic settlement;
the eastern and northern slopes were reserved for the
necropolis that contains rock-cut tombs and sarcophagi.
Public structures start at the foot of the acropolis and are
connected to the Hellenistic urbanism of Tlos. Remains
of the dynast’s residence at the acropolis go back to the
Early Classical period. The sanctuary formed by chiseling
off the bedrock on the northern slope of the acropolis
stands on the boundary of the palace complex of the
Classical period. Excavations carried out here brought to
light its arrangement as two adjacent rooms at different
levels. The rocks encircling the sanctuary were orna-
mented with divine reliefs. Holes for placing stelae and
libation pits were found on the ground of the sanctuary,
thought to be related with the local Lycian deity Trggas.
Excavations were also initiated at the same time at the
necropolis in order to cast light onto the burial traditions
and tomb architecture of Tlos. Excavations at the necrop-
olis have brought to light tombs with their sliding doors
still shut. Exposed in their original context and housing
rich finds, they reveal the process of their construction
and use. Furthermore, new discoveries from already
known monumental tombs have presented academia
with exhilarating results. For instance, the relief attested
on the pediment of the rock tomb of Bellerophontes
and thought to belong to the deity Trggas is a novelty
for tomb architecture of Lycia. In light of archaeological

Res. 2 Tlos Akropolii

Tlos antik kentinde kazi ¢calismalarinin yiratildigi alan-
larin basinda akropol ytikseltisi gelmektedir (Res. 2).
Kent merkezinin bati sinirini olusturan akropol kaya-
igi kentin kesintisiz yerlesim izlerinin takip edilebildigi
onemli alanlardandir. Yiikseltinin zirvesi dynastik yerle-
sim alani icin diizenlenmis; dogu ve kuzey yamaclar ise
kaya mezarlari ile lahitlerin bir arada kullanildigi nek-
ropol alanina ayrilmistir. Akropol’iin eteginde baslayan
kamu yapilari Tlos’'un Hellenistik Dénem urbanistigi
ile baglantilichr. Akropol'deki bey sarayina ait kalintilar
Erken Klasik Dénem’e kadar uzanmaktadir. Akropol’iin
kuzey yamacinda, ana kayanin tiraglanmasiyla olusturul-
mus kutsal alan Klasik Dénem saray kompleksi sinirla-
rindadir. Bu alanda yiriitiilen kazi ¢alismalarr esnasinda
yapinin farkli seviyelerde yan yana iki ayri mekan olarak
diizenlendigi ve kutsal alani cevreleyen kayaliklarin tanri-
sal kabartmalarla hareketlendirilmis oldugu anlasiimistir.
Likya’nin yerel tannisi Trggas ile baglantili oldugu dtisi-
nilen kutsal alanin zemininde ise stel yuvalari ve sunu
cukurlari tespit edilmistir.

Tlos antik kenti 6lii gmme gelenekleri ile mezar mimar-
higinin anlasilmasi adina es zamanli olarak nekropol ala-
ninda da kazilara baslanmistir. Nekropol alanindaki kazi
calismalari esnasinda siirgilii kapilari kapali pozisyonda
olan kaya mezarlari orijinal kontekstiyle aciga ¢ikarilmis
ve oldukca zengin buluntu grubu yardimiyla kaya mezar-
larinin insa ve kullanim stirecleriyle baglantili 5nemli veri-
lere ulasilmistir. Bunlarin disinda uzun yillardir bilinen
bazi mezar anitlarindaki yeni kesifler de bilim diinyasini
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Fig. 3 Tlos, plan of the ancient city

finds, the tomb of Bellerophontes dating to the begin-
ning of the Classical period is the earliest rock tomb with
a temple fagade in Lycia.

Another focus of excavations at Tlos was the level area
of the stadium located at the eastern foot of the acropolis
(Fig. 3). Initially, the rows of seats — recently concealed
under a wall of rubble for a water channel — were
cleaned and exposed. The early phase of the stadium
dates to the Hellenistic period, and its seating was
arranged in nine rows only on one side. Just a section of
rows of seats measuring 148 m in length has survived in
good condition. Most of the rows of seating were hewn
out of bedrock. On the other hand, the architecture on
the level ground exhibits additions from different peri-
ods. The pool and fountain arrangement in the center of
the area and the U-shaped colonnaded gallery surround-
ing them belong to the last phase of use, i.e. the Roman
period. This architectural arrangement indicates that this
area might have served not only as a stadium but also for
social and religious activities.

Res. 3 Tlos antik kenti plani

heyecanlandiran sonuglar sunmustur. Ornegin Belle-
rophon kaya mezarinin alinliginda tespit edilen ve tanri
Trqgas’a ait oldugu disiiniilen kabartma Likya Bolgesi
mezar mimarligi icin yenidir. Arkeolojik buluntular isi-
ginda Klasik Dénem’in baglarina tarihlenen Bellerophon
mezari Likya Bolgesi’nin bilinen en erken tapinak cepheli
kaya mezari olma 6zelligini tasimaktadir.

Tlos Antik Kenti kazilarinin odaklandigi diger bir alan
akropol yiikseltisinin dogu eteginde bulunan stadyum
diizliigiidiir (Res. 3). Oncelikle yakin zamanda tizerinden
moloz taglardan ytiksek bir duvar értilerek su kanali geci-
rilmis oturma siralari temizlenerek giinisigina ¢ikarilmistir.
Erken evresinin Hellenistik Dénem’e uzandigi anlasilan
stadyum dtizenlemesinin 9 oturma sirali tek tarafli tribi-
niinden yalnizca 148 m uzunlugundaki bir kisim saglam
olarak giiniimiize ulasmistir. Oturma siralarinin biyiik
bir kisminin ana kayanin tiraslanmasiyla sekillendirildigi
goriilur. Diger taraftan dizlik alandaki mimari désem
farkli dénem ekleri sunmaktadir. Alanin merkezinde yer
alan havuz ve cesme diizenlemesi ile bunu cevreleyen U
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Excavations at the stadium area brought to light evidence
regarding much earlier settlements at Tlos. In the course
of excavations carried out at the ground level of the sta-
dium, an area with overlapping architectural strata of the
Bronze Age, Geometric period, and Archaic period was
uncovered. Other than the architectural context docu-
mented in this area’s stratigraphy, potsherds belonging
to different periods also herald a settlement going back
to prehistory. Analyses of carbon samples taken from the
concerned layers support these datings. On the other
hand, almost all of the level area around the stadium
has been scanned with geophysical methods. Anomalies
attested at various levels of the excavated area indicate
the presence of Early Bronze Age and earlier settlement
strata. The sondages dug brought to light finds of the
Early Chalcolithic period, verifying the expectations.
Thus, it has been confirmed that the level ground at the
eastern foot of the acropolis hill had been the center of
the earlier periods of Tlos before the area was chiseled
out and a stadium was built.

The theater resting on a hillside bounds the city center
of Tlos on its east side (Fig. 3). The temple architecture
attested at the top of the middle of the upper cavea has
a grandiose interior and an exterior fagade arrangement,
which puts this theater at a special place among the
theaters in Anatolia. Inscriptions in the theater evince
many repairs during the Roman period. However, the
overall architectural features of the structure and the
repair inscription from the Augustan period show that
the structure was actually built in the Hellenistic period.
The cavea is comprised of two sections separated from
each other by a wide diazoma, and its entryways are
found on the north and south. In addition, there are stair-
ways leading to the diazoma on the northeast and south-
east sides. The stage building rises on the west. The front
of the stage building facing the cavea was decorated
with garland friezes, statues, figural and floral reliefs. The
excavations of the stage building have been completed,
and the restoration project for conservation purposes has
been prepared. In the last campaign, relevés of the cavea
and encircling wall were prepared, and its restoration
project will be prepared in the coming campaign.

The level ground of the agora forms the city center, and
right to its south stand the religious buildings of the city.
At the south corner of this area, the remains of a fallen
temple were uncovered (Fig. 3). Based on the pediment
and debris of the facade, we understood that the struc-
ture was oriented in a north-south direction and built
in the Corinthian order. This templum in antis originally
stood on a podium measuring 16 x 8 m. The podium,
crepis, stairs leading to the pronaos, and the foundation
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formundaki siitunlu galeri Roma Dénemi’ndeki son kul-
lanim evresine aittir. S6zkonusu mimari diizenleme tiim
bu alanin sadece stadyum amacli degil, ayni zamanda
diger sosyal ve dinsel aktiviteler icin de kullaniimis
olabilecegine isaret etmektedir.

Tlos Antik Kenti’nin ¢cok daha erken ¢aglara ait yerlesim
izlerine 1sik tutacak verilere yine stadyum diizliigiindeki
kazilar esnasinda ulasilmistir. Stadyum zemininin alt sevi-
velerinde yirtitilen kazi calismalari esnasinda Tung Cagi,
Geometrik Dénem ve Arkaik Dénem’e ait mimari kalin-
tilarin Ust Uste tabakalarda bulundugu bir alan lokalize
edilmistir. Bu alandaki tabakalasmada belgelenen mimari
kontekstin disinda yine farkli dénemlere ait seramik par-
calari da Prehistorik Caglara kadar geri giden bir yerlesi-
min habercisidir. S6zkonusu katmanlardan alinan karbon
orneklerinin analizleri bu tarihlemeleri desteklemektedir.
Diger yandan stadyum diizliigiiniin neredeyse tamami
jeofizik calismalariyla taranmistr. Ozellikle kazi calisma-
larinin ydrtildagia bu alanin farkli seviyelerinde géz-
lemlenen anomali 6rnekleri daha derinlerde Erken Tung
Cagi ve oncesi yerlesim katmanlarinin bulundugunu da
gostermistir. Bu dogrultuda gerceklestirilen sondajlar-
dan Erken Kalkolitik Dénem buluntularin gelmesi tah-
minleri dogrulamistir. Boylece giinimiiz kent merkezini
bati yénden sinirlayan yiikseltinin dogu yamaci Hellenis-
tik Dénem’de tiraslanarak stadyuma donistirilmeden
once Tlos’un erken dénemlerine ait yerlesiminin merkezi
oldugu kesinlik kazanmustir.

Tlos kent merkezinin dogu sinirini yamaca yaslandiril-
mis bir tiyatro yapisi cizer (Res. 3). Tlos tiyatrosu ikinci
cavea’sinin hemen (st ortasinda tespit edilen tapi-
nak mimarisi, sahne binasinin gérkemli i¢ ve dis cephe
diizenlemesiyle Anadolu tiyatrolari icerisinde ayri bir
6neme sahiptir. Tiyatroda bulunan yazitlardan yapi-
nin Roma Dénemi’nde ¢ok kez tamirat gecirdigi anla-
silmaktadir. Ancak tiyatronun genel mimari 6zellikleri
ve Augustus Dénemi’ne tarihlenen onarim yaziti yapi-
nin Hellenistik Dénem’de insa edildigine isaret etmek-
tedir. Birbirinden oldukg¢a genis bir diazoma ile ayrilan
iki cavea’dan olusan tiyatronun girisleri kuzey ve giiney
yondedir. Bunlardan baska kuzeydogu ve giineydogu
yonlerde st diazoma’ya ¢ikisi saglayan merdivenler de
bulunmaktadir. Tiyatronun bati yéniinde sahne binasi
yiikselir. Sahne binasinin cavea’ya bakan én cephesi gir-
land frizleri, heykeller, figiirlii ve bitkisel kabartmalarla
hareketlendirilmistir. Kazi ¢alismalari tamamlanan sahne
binasinin mevcut haliyle korunmasina yénelik restoras-
yon projesi hazirlanmistir. Son kazi sezonunda tiyatro
caveas! ve cevre duvarlarinin rélévesi hazirlanmis olup
ontimiizdeki sezonda restorasyon projesinin hazirlatil-
masi distinilmektedir.
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Fig. 4 Tlos, city’s basilica

filling have survived in situ. Inscriptions attest that this
temple was dedicated to Kronos, and every year Kro-
neia festivals were held in his honor starting in the Early
Roman period.

Just to the north of the temple to Kronos is the basilica,
whose earliest phase is dated to the Early Christian
period (Figs. 3-4). In architectural terms, the structure
recalls the cruciform basilicas of the period. This three-
aisled basilica is oriented in an east-west direction. The
apse faces east; the entranceways are on the west. The
walls are standing to a great extent; spoliated blocks
and columns are noted in these rubble walls. The dif-
ferences in architecture point to the fact that the atrium
on the west was added later. Finds uncovered indicate
that the structure remained in use through repairs until
the 13th century. This long duration of use is also sup-
ported by the tombs built in the northern and southern
side aisles. Excavations have brought to light a mosaic
pavement using the opus tessellatum technique. This
mosaic pavement has been conserved and covered
for protection from the elements. Similar strengthen-
ing work was applied on the walls of the basilica, and

Res. 4 Tlos Kent Bazilikasi

Kent merkezini olusturan agora dizligiiniin hemen
glineyindeki alan izerinde kentin dinsel yapilari yiik-
selmektedir. Bu alanin hemen gliney késesinde oldugu
yere yikilmis vaziyette duran bir tapinak kalintisi ortaya
ctkarilmigtir (Res. 3). Tapinaga ait alinligin ve 6n cephe
diizenlemesinin yikinti durumundan yapinin kuzey-
gliney dogrultuda oldugu ve korinth diizeninde insa
edildigi anlasilmistir. Tapinak plani templum in antis
olup 16 x 8 m olgilerindeki bir platform (zerine otur-
tulmustur. Tapinagin podyum, krepis sirasi, pronaos’a
girisi saglayan merdiven ve temel dolgusuna kadar olan
kismi insitu olarak ginimize ulasmustir. Tapinak ala-
ninda tespit edilen yazitlar yapinin tanri Kronos igin insa
edildigini ve Erken Roma Dénemi’nden itibaren tanrinin
onuruna her yil kentte Kroneia senlikleri diizenlendigini
gostermigtir.

Kronos Tapinagi'nin hemen kuzey yéniinde, ilk evresi
Erken Hiristiyanlik Doénemi’nde insa edildigi anlasi-
lan kent bazilikasi yeralir (Res. 3-4). Mimari bakimdan
dénemin ha¢ formlu bazilikalarini animsatan yapi (g
sahinlidir ve dogu-bati eksenindedir. Bazilikanin apsis
kismi doguya bakmaktadir; girisleri ise bati yéndedir.
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therefore excavation works at the basilica have been
completed.

Two bath complexes are found on the terraces at a lower
level south and west of the area where the religious
structures are located. That excavated just south of the
temple to Kronos is called the large baths because of
its dimensions (Fig. 3). Three halls placed side by side
and communicating via two doorways each reflect
the characteristics of typical Lycian baths. The north-
south oriented entrance hall on the east served as the
frigidarium. It is accessed via a monumental doorway
on its north side, and its apsidal south wall with seven
windows looks over the Esen valley. In this apsidal sec-
tion is a semicircular pool accessed via stairs. Doorways
in the middle of the western wall of the frigidarium
lead into the tepidarium, which currently has a look
far from its original condition. In the later periods, this
hall was divided in two, and the smaller northern part
was transformed to a church. The larger, southern room
served as living space, as inferred from the remains of
a hearth and other architectural arrangements. During
this phase, the frigidarium was used for burials. The cal-
darium is located in the western part of the baths, and it
was also altered over time and lost its authentic fabric.
For instance, in the course of building the church in the
tepidarium, the caldarium was converted to the narthex
of the church. The wide window on the west side was
used for entrance to the church.

The structure with three halls just northwest of the
large baths is called the small baths due to its dimen-
sions (Fig. 3). However, the Lycian-style adjacent hall
arrangement is not seen here. In addition, the palaestra
located to the north is part of the complex, and this
also distinguishes the small baths from others. On the
north and south sides of the palaestra are changing
cabins and fountains. This architectural description
points to a gymnasium arrangement where the youth
were trained physically and spiritually rather than the
palaestra of a bathhouse. Therefore, the rooms along the
north and south sides would have been for educational
purposes. Not many gymnasia are known in Lycia. In
this regard, the gymnasium complex at Tlos has a spe-
cial place and importance for the bath architecture of
Lycia. Only vegetation and rubble cleaning have been
conducted at the site of the baths-gymnasium complex
to date.

Beside the excavations concentrating on the city center
of Tlos, excavations and research were conducted at
other sites like Girmeler and Tavabasi located within its
territory. The Girmeler Cave settlement is located about
5 km northwest of ancient Tlos (Fig. 5). One of the few
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Biiytik bir kismi ayakta duran duvarlar moloz tas kul-
lanilarak olusturulmustur. Ancak yer yer devsirme mal-
zeme olan diz bloklarin ve situnlarin kullanildigi da
gozlemlenir. Mimari yapi farkliliklarindan, bazilikanin
batisindaki girislerin hemen éniinde bulunan dikdortgen
formdaki atrium’un daha sonraki bir dénemde ilave edil-
digi anlasilmistir. Bazilika kazilarinda ele gegen bulun-
tular yapinin farkli dénemlerdeki tamiratlarla MS 13.
yy’a kadar kullanildigini gstermistir. Yapinin béyle uzun
bir stire¢ icerisinde kullanim gérdigi kuzey ve giiney
yondeki sahinlarda tespit edilen mezarlarla da destek-
lenmistir. Kazilar esnasinda bazilikanin tim zeminini
kaplayan opus tessellatum teknigindeki mozaik dbsem
ortaya c¢ikartiimistir. S6zkonusu mozaiklerin konservas-
yon islemleri tamamlanmis olup (zeri értiilerek koruma
altina alinmistir. Benzer bir saglamlastirma calismasi bazi-
likanin duvarlarinda gerceklestirilmis, boylece de bazili-
kadaki kazi calismalarr tamamlanmustir.

Uzerinde kentin dinsel yapilarinin yiikseldigi alanin
gliney ve bati yonlerinde, daha alt seviyedeki yamaglarda
iki hamam kompleksi yerlestirilmistir. Kronos Tapinagi’nin
hemen giiney yéniinde kazisi tamamlanan yapi 6l¢i-
lerinden dolayr “biiyiik hamam” olarak adlandirilmistir
(Res. 3). Yan yana dizili ve ikiser kapi gecisiyle birbirine
baglanmis (i mekandan olusan hamam yapisi, mimari
ozellikleri dolayisiyla tipik bir Likya hamami goriintiisi
sergiler niteliktedir. Hamamin dogu yo6niinde bulunan
ve giris mekani olarak kullanilan sogukluk bolimii (fri-
gidarium) kuzey-gtiney dogrultuludur. Kuzey yénden
anitsal bir kapiyla girilen mekan, giineyde yedi kemerli
pencere diizenlemesinin oldugu apsidial bir yapiyla
Esen Vadisi’ne bakmaktadir. S6zkonusu apsidial boli-
miin icinde merdivenlerle inilen yarim daire formunda
bir havuz da bulunmaktadir. Frigidarium mekaninin bat
duvarinin tam ortasindaki kapilarla gecilen bélim hama-
mun thkhik kismini (tepidarium) olusturmaktadir. Tepida-
rium bélimiinin bugiinki gérintisi orijinal halinden
cok uzakur. ilerleyen dénemlerde mekan ortadan ikiye
bélinmis ve kuzey yonde kalan kisim kigiik bir kiliseye
donistirilmistir. Giineyde kalan bolim ise, zeminde
tespit edilen ocak kalintisindan ve diger mimari diizen-
lemelerden de anlasildigi iizere yasamsal islevli kullanil-
mustir. Bu esnada frigidarium bolimi mezarlik olarak
kullanilmaya baslanmustir. Hamamin en bati ucunda ise
sicaklik boliimi (caldarium) bulunmaktadir. Caldarium
bolimiinde de zamanla degisiklige gidildigi ve meka-
nin orijinal dokusunun bozuldugu gérilmiistiir. Ornegin
tepidarium mekanindaki kilise yapisinin insasi esnasinda
caldarium bolimi kilisenin nartex’ine dondstirilmdstir.
Bati yénde bulunan hamamin genis pencere acikligi ise
kilisenin girisi icin kullaniimustir.

138



EXCAVATION REPORTS

KAZI RAPORLARI

Fig. 5 Girmeler Cave/Hoyiik

known prehistoric sites in Lycia, Girmeler Cave is located
on the western fagcade of the rocks in the Xanthos valley.
This cave settlement is comprised of two galleries, each
with a separate grandiose entrance. Containing evidence
from prehistory through today, the Girmeler Cave set-
tlement contributes greatly to the settlement history of
Lycia. Research on the remains of a hoyiik before the
entrances to the cave galleries has shown that the site
was inhabited at the latest in the latter half of the 9th
millennium B.C., i.e. the Pre-Pottery Neolithic period.
Another prehistoric settlement area within the territory
of Tlos is the Tavabasi Cave (Fig. 6), located near Arsakody
to the south of Tlos. It has been heavily damaged both
by the elements and illicit digs. Surveys conducted at the
site comprised of two caves have noted potsherds from
the Neolithic through the Middle Byzantine period. A
sondage conducted in the cave located a layer below
the rocky surface and surprisingly brought to light Mid-
dle Chalcolithic materials. Thus, it is of importance that
Tavabasi Cave contributes to the information gathered
from the Middle Chalcolithic settlements documented
in the Elmali Plains. Paintings in red on the rocks by the
cave’s entrance are still discernible, despite the dam-
age caused by the elements and human hands. These

Res. 5 Girmeler Magarasi/Hoyigii

Biiyitk hamamin hemen kuzeybatisinda yiikselen ve
benzer sekilde (¢ mekandan olusan yapi 6lcilerinden
dolayr “kiiciik hamam” olarak adlandirilir (Res. 3). Ancak
biiytik hamamda gézlemlenen Likya tipi sira mekanli
diizenlemeye burada rastlaniimaz. Ayrica kiiciik hama-
min kuzey yéniinde bulunan ve yapinin bir parcasi olan
palestra’nin varligi da ayiricr bir 6zelliktir. Palestra’nin
kuzey ve giiney yonlerinde soyunma kabinleri ve ¢cesme
diizenlemeleri yeralmaktadir. Burada etraflica tanimla-
nan mimari anlatim siradan bir hamam palestra’sindan
cok genclerin bedensel ve ruhsal egitim goérdiikleri bir
gymnasium diizenlemesine isaret etmektedir. Boylece
kuzey ve giiney yonde tespit edilen odalar da egitim
amacl kullanilmis olmalidir. Likya Bélgesi'nde bilinen
gymnasium yapilarinin sayilari cok fazla degildir. Bu
bakimdan Tlos gymnasium kompleksinin Likya Bolgesi
hamam mimarhgi icerisinde ayri bir yeri ve énemi bulun-
maktadir. Gymnasium-hamam kompleksinin bulundugu
alanda bugtine kadar mimari belgelemeye yénelik olarak
sadece bitki ve moloz temizligi yapilmistir.

Tlos kent merkezinde yogunlasan kazi ¢calismalari disinda
teritoryumda bulunan Girmeler ve Tavabagsi gibi bazi
alanlarda da kazi ve arastirmalar gerceklestirilmistir.
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Fig. 6 Tavabagsi Caves

images are thought to date from the Late Neolithic
period, and schematic human figures, geometric and
abstract shapes, signs and symbols are clearly discern-
ible. Similar human figures are also known from Latmos
and Giilnar in Mersin.

Numerous groups of structures hidden amidst the rugged
terrain around the ancient city of Tlos await discovery.
Surveys continue in the region in order to document
and archive the concerned cultural properties and to
interpret the urbanistic understanding of Tlos. Surveys
are conducted in three areas covering the city center
and proximity, the Xanthos valley, and the mountain-
ous territory. The work conducted by colleagues from a
variety of disciplines include documentation in archae-
ology, epigraphy, geology as well as natural and cultural
landscape. Furthermore, all the remains identified in the
course of research are marked in the cartographical map
after measuring with the International Terrestrial Refer-
ence Frame system. Thus, a city map of Tlos with high
accuracy and reliability has been prepared based on the
globe-based coordinate system3.

3 Excavations at the ancient city of Tlos are conducted with the
support of the Ministry of Culture and Tourism and Akdeniz

Res. 6 Tavabasi Magaralari

Girmeler Magarasi yerlesim alani Tlos antik kentinin
yak. 5 km kuzeybatisinda yer almaktadir (Res. 5). Likya
Bélgesi‘nde bilinen az sayidaki Prehistorik yerlesimden
biri olan Girmeler Magarasi, Xanthos Vadisi kiyisindaki
kayaligin bati yiiziinde konuslanmistir. Magara yerlesimi
her biri gorkemli ayri girisi bulunan iki farkli galeriden
olusmaktadir. Girmeler Magarasi yerlesimi Prehistorik
caglardan glinimiize kadar uzanan stirecte buluntular
icermesiyle Likya Bolgesi yerlesim tarihine énemli kat-
kilar sunmaktadir. Magara girislerinin éntindeki hoytik
kalintisinda yapilan arastirmalar alanin en ge¢ MO 9.
binin ikinci yarisinda, Neolitik Dénem’in seramiksiz
evresinde iskan edildigini ortaya koymustur. Tlos teri-
toryumu icerisinde kalan diger bir prehistorik yerlesim
alani ise Tavabasi Magarasidir (Res. 6). Tlos kent mer-
kezinin giineyinde, giiniimiiz Arsakdy yakinlarinda bulu-
nan yerlesim alani hem dogal etkenler hem de kagak
kazilar nedeniyle yogun bir tahribata ugramistir. ki ayri
magaradan olusan yerlesim alaninda gerceklestirilen
ylizey arastirmalari esnasinda tespit edilen seramik
ornekleri Neolitik Dénem’den Orta Bizans Dénemi’ne
kadar tarihlenmektedir. Kayalik yiizeyin bir alt kodunda
yeralan magarada acilan bir sondajda Orta Kalkolitik
Dénem yerlesim katmanina ulagilmis olmasi sasirticidir.
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University Rectorate. Three years of the surveys within the
territory of Tlos were financed by TUBITAK under the Project
no. 111K227. Ko¢ University’s Suna & inan Kirag Research
Center on Mediterranean Civilizations started to support
the excavations in accordance with the projects prepared.
Activities at the ancient city of Tlos are supported substantial-
ly by other public institutions as well, among which are the
Mugla Governorate, Mugla Provincial Directorate of Culture
and Tourism, Fethiye District Governorate, Fethiye Museum
Directorate, Fethiye Municipality, Seydikemer Municipality
and Seydikemer District Governorate. In addition, Ertlrk
Harita, Equinox Travel, Baba Ving, Geometrik Mihendislik,
and Kugu Enddistriyel provide technical and logistics support.
We would like to express our sincere gratitude to all the insti-
tutions listed above for the permits granted, and the financial
and moral support they have given. Furthermore, there are
friends who wish to remain anonymous but are generous
with their help. Many thanks are due to them as well.
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Elmali diizltigiindeki yerlesimlerde belgelenen Orta Kal-
kolitik Dénem ile ilgili bilgilere Tavabasi Magarasi’nin
katki saglamasi bu bakimdan 6nemlidir. Bunlardan baska
magara girisinin yanindaki kayahgin tzerinde tespit edi-
len kirmizi boya ile yapilmis resimler insaneli ve dogal
olarak meydana gelmis yogun tahribata ragmen halen
gorilir durumdadir. Geg¢ Neolitik Dénem’e ait oldugu
disiiniilen kaya resimleri arasinda sematik insan figiirleri,
geometrik ve soyut sekiller, isaret ve semboller rahatlikla
izlenebilmektedir. S6zkonusu kaya resimlerinin benzer-
leri Latmos ve Mersin-Giilnar'dan bilinmektedir.

Tlos antik kenti’nin cevresindeki engebeli topografyada
gizlenmis ve kesfedilmeyi bekleyen ¢ok sayida yapi
grubu bulunmaktadir. S6zkonusu kiltir varliklarinin bel-
gelenerek arsivlenmesi ve Tlos’un sehircilik anlayisinin
yorumlanmasi amaciyla bolgede yiizey arastirmalari da
yiritilmektedir. Yiizey arastirmalari kent merkezi ve
yakin cevresi, Xanthos vadisi ve daglik teritoryum olmak
izere (¢ ayri bolgede gerceklestirilmektedir. Farkli mes-
leklerden arastirmacilarin katildigi ¢alismalar esnasinda
arkeoloji, epigrafi, jeoloji ile dogal ve kiiltiirel peyzaj gibi
degisik alanlarda belgeleme yapilmistir. Ayrica arastirma-
lar esnasinda tespit edilen tiim kalintilarin International
Terrestrial Reference Frame sistemiyle 6l¢tilerek kartogra-
fik harita Gizerine isaretlenmesiyle yer merkezli koordinat
sistemi sayesinde yiiksek dogrulukta ve daha gtivenilir bir
altliga dayali Tlos antik kenti haritas: da olusturulmustur3.

3 Tlos antik kenti kazilari Kiiltiir ve Turizm Bakanligr ile Akdeniz
Universitesi Rektorligii desteginde siirdiiriilmektedir. Tlos te-
ritoryumunda gerceklestirilen yiizey arastirmalarinin ¢ yili
111K227 numarali proje kapsaminda Tibitak tarafindan fi-
nanse edilmistir. Ko¢ Universitesi Suna & Inan Kirac Akdeniz
Medeniyetleri Arastirma Merkezi (AKMED) 2017 yilindan
itibaren hazirlanan projeler dogrultusunda kazilara destek
vermeye baslamistir. Tlos antik kenti etkinliklerine diger kamu
kurumu ve kuruluglarinin da yadsinamaz katkilarr olmaktadir.
Mugla Valiligi, Mugla Kaltir ve Turizm Muadarliga, Fethiye
Kaymakamligi, Fethiye Miize Midirlugi, Fethiye Belediye
Baskanhgi, Seydikemer Belediye Baskanligi ve Seydikemer
Kaymakamligi kazilara destek veren kurumlar arasindadir.
Bunlardan baska Ertiirk Harita, Equinox Travel, Baba Ving,
Geometrik Miihendislik ve Kugu Endstriyel’in de Tlos'daki
calismalara teknik ve lojistik destekleri olmaktadir. Burada
isimleri siralanan kurum ve kuruluslara gerekli izinlerin veril-
mesi ve maddi-manevi desteklerinden dolay: siikranlarimizi
sunuyoruz. Diger yandan calismalar esnasinda siirekli yani-
mizda olup desteklerini esirgemeyen ve de isimlerinin burada
yazilmasini arzu etmeyen dostlarimiz vardir; Onlara ne kadar
tesekkiir etsek azdir.



