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1. AGRICORE
Use Cases- UC3

The partners will apply the AGRICORE suite
to the ex-post (covering the period 2014-
2017) and ex-ante (respectively for 2018-
2020) policy assessment of three use cases
(UC1 - Andalucia, UCR2 - Poland, and UC3
- Greece), which have been selected to test
the tool at various geographic scales (the
Andalucian case study corresponds to the
regional level while the Polish and Greek

use cases aim at the national level) and for
different policy instruments. In particular,
the policy instrument in the Andalucian
use case relates to environmental impact,
while in the Polish use case it relates to the
delivery of ecosystem services and, in the
Greek one, it relates to the socio-economic
aspects of the integration of agriculture in
rural society.

In the previous issue of this newsletter, we had a look at the polish use case,
while here we provide you with insights regarding UC3, the use case of Greece.

USE CASE #3: Analysis of the impact achieved by the “M6.1 — Settlement of Young Farmers” measure defined in Greeks’ National RDP National RDP

the overall Greek agricultural system.

UC3 will focus on the ex-ante (2018-2020) and ex-post (2014-2017) analysis of the impacts of a national level measurement (M6.1) (Business start-up aid for young farmers) in

Article 19 -Farm and M6 —Supperting farm and business development |
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10.75 million

Objective:

Reach 3.31% of the total farms supported
by the PAA as having business plans and
investments from young farmers

131,957 km*

Pop. density 22 hab/km?

Conditions to access the measure:

e Potential beneficiaries must not have owned a farm
in the past

Main national priorities affected:
(P2) Enhancing famm

viability

® 5 less devel.
Region classification * 6 transition
* 1 more devel,

Agricultural hold. 723,101

and Cultivated area 3,477,930 ha

r Standard output between 8,000 € to 100,000 €

m Young farmers must have their permanent residence
in the area where the farm is located

 Business plan ta be implemented in a period nof
shorter than there and not longer than four years

competitiveness of all types of agriculture ...

® 2A: Improving economic performance of all
farms, farm restructuring and modernisation
® 2B: Entry of skilled farmers into the
agricultural sector

GVA (structure)

.

GVA (agriculture) 6,399 milllon €

Employment(agri) 1,212,720 people

3.9% | 13.3% |82.8% Livestock units 2.4 million LSU

Average area [ farm 4.8 ha

Young owners 7%

| MAIN DATA SOURCES |

Level 3
(NUTS)

Level 1/2 | aiod [ GEQ
 (NUTS) ..Mmuwmy_. | referenced

! IMPACT ASSESMENT INDICATORS

Socio-economic aspects of the integration of agriculture in

rural society.

= Rural employment, especially considering gender aspects.

® Viability of local micro, small and medium-sized
enterprises within the agricultural value chain.

= Young people attraction to the rural areas.

s Gross Value Added (GVA) of agriculture and relsted
activities
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1. AGRICORE
Use Cases- UC3

UCS3 - Greece - Socio-economic
impacts (CAUTH)

The Greek use case will analyse the M6.1
“Start-up aid for young farmers” sub-
measure which is included in the national
programme for the period 2014-2020. This
use case will analyse the impact of the M6.1
application in Greece, focusing on the socio-
economic aspects. The ex-post analysis will
be done for the period 2014-2017, and the
ex-ante impact analysis will be done for
the period 2018-2020. Greece has one of
the lowest shares of young farmers in the
total number of farm managers (3,7% aged
up to 35 years old). The scarce presence
of young farmers is considered one of the
main weaknesses in the competitiveness
of European agriculture. The lack of young
farmers puts the survival of the sector at risk
due to an inadequate rate of generational
turnover in the sector. New farmers can
bring new skills and energy, as well as more
professional management, to the farming
sector. Young farmers - and new entrants
to farming - are needed to take over and
modernize rural activities and businesses.
The CAP, and specifically Rural Development
Policy, can create an enabling environment
for the current and the next generations of
farmers.

Improvement potential

The expected outcome from the Greek
Use Case is of great importance for a
large number of stakeholders, and it will
have a considerable impact on the overall
agricultural sector of the country. On the
one hand, policymakers will benefit from
the ABM indesigningimproved policies that
willmeetthe expectations ofyoung farmers,
increasing their desire to participate in
relevant measures. On the other hand,
the farmers will benefit from these new
policy design methodology because they
will have the opportunity to express their
needs and requirements, which will be
considered in developing new agricultural
policies concerning the young farmers’
scheme. Additionally, another remarkable
aspect of stakeholder engagement is the
facilitation of Participatory Research
actions development and provision,
mainly through exchange activities, of
the knowledge that would hopefully serve
as inspiration for the project. Moreover,
this knowledge of the stakeholders will
be used as key available information
through Participatory Research actions
and integrated into the policy modelling
and evaluation, adding realistic value to
AGRICORE framework.



e €L L

R R: | Fape B T L AN S D T A

AN Ll SN

SURLAC U0 N A M TR Dy

1. “What were your main reasons for getting
involved in the project? What excites you the
most about this project?”

Given the wide expertise of AUTH team on agro-
food policy impact analysis and agro-food data
analysis, AGRICORE offers a unique opportunity
to capitalize this expertise benefit on policy
making at national and EU levels. To the best
of our knowledge, the policy impact assessment
field lacks relevant impact tools, thus the
most exciting part of the project for us, is the
challenge to see the tools we are developing
to be transformed to purposive instruments
for social, environmental, and economic
sustainability in agriculture and rural areas.

2. “What could be the benefits/take-home
messages for all stakeholders involved in such
an initiative?”

There is no doubt that integration between
different types of stakeholders should occur to
shape research agendas, produce knowledge,
and incorporate such knowledge into social
and scientific practice. To this context, we
believe that a mutual benefit partnership will be
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developed for all involved agents in this project.
For example, the whole consortium will benefit
from stakeholders’ views and insights on the
maximization and utilization of the impact of
the AGRICORE project on agricultural policy
and in turn all the stakeholders that will be
engaged will benefit respectively by research
outcomes that will be arise from the project.
In addition, stakeholders will have on demand
advanced knowledge for policy impact analysis.

3. “What aspects of the project are you mostly
looking forward to seeing come to fruition?”

Agricore suite will be a fundamental tool for
the predictable impacts of different policy
alternatives, and therefore more effective rural
and agro-food policies will be designed. Having
in mind the afore-mentioned fact, AUTH team is
really looking forward to seeing the contribution
of the suite, through practical applications
and demonstrations. We are convinced that
future CAP will benefit from the project’s
results, incorporating stronger knowledge and
innovation systems to boost the development of
agricultural sector.
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3. Agicultural

Research Data Index Tool

ﬁ! .

One of the goals of the AGRICORE project is
to develop the Agricultural Research Data
Index Tool (ARDIT) to facilitate the task
of identifying relevant and useful data for
performing agricultural policy analysis. Thus,
ARDIT aims to serve as a central entry point
for locating useful datasets for agricultural
research. The ARDIT will provide easy access
to interested researchers and policymakers
to its database. The platform will assist
each user in the task of identifying proper
data sources that could be used to perform
different types of analyses in the domain of
agriculture. ARDIT will initially be populated
with various datasets including the European
Union (EU) statistics datasets (e.g., FADN),
geo-referenced datasets (e.g., LUCAS),
national and regional information sources (e.
g., the Italian or Spanish FADN) and previous
research results (e.g., BioMa).

ARDIT provides a publicly accessible index of
datasources available for policy assessment. It
makesuseofthecharacterisationmethodology
and the ontology defined in the project. Based
on the DCAT-AP standard, a specification of
W3C’s Data Catalogue Vocabulary (DCAT)
used by the European Union, a set of common
attributes and properties in data sources were
defined, in order to homogenise them. This
standard has been modified for AGRICORE,
adding new attributes to the data sources
to meet the needs of the project. ARDIT is a
browser-based web application, built using
Spring framework for the server-side code and
a REST API in Java, and Angular framework
to build a web client using TypeScript, HTML
and deployment of the application in all the
different software environments.
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Figure 1
Example of the ARDIT Interface

“ARDIT will initially be populated with
various datasets including the European
Union (EU) statistics datasets (e.g., FADN),
geo-referenced datasets LUCAS),

(CX-
national and regional information sources (e.
g., the Italian or Spanish FADN) and previous
research results (e.g., BioMa).”



4. AGRICORE

at the 179** EAAE

Seminar

The AGRICORE project participated at the 179" EAAE Seminar which took
place at the Mediterranean Agronomic Institute of Chania in Crete, Greece.

The subject of this seminar was “Food Policy
Modelling as an effective and Expeditious
Response to today s Urgent Issues”. Policy
makers, international organizations and
governmental or mnon-state institutions,
on a European but also on a global level,
need to come up with targeted and efficient
policies, in order to tackle a multitude of
issues that affect severely all aspects of the
economy and agriculture, including the food
sector. Issues such as climate change, food
waste and sustainability are key and urgent
subjects of debate between policymakers
and experts, for a future European
agricultural policies. Developments on
the world political stage like international
trade negotiations, the economic landscape
in post-Brexit Europe and global-regional
political initiations are integrated into the
political agenda worldwide. New tools are
required in policy design and evaluation,
targeting direct and acute novel policies,
integrating aspects such as digitization of
value chains, innovative technologies, as
well as the post-pandemic particularities of

economic modelling.

Given the above, the 179* EAAE Seminar

brought together scholars and researchers

in the area in order to exchange ideas,
practices and research initiatives, covering
allrelevant current modelling developments
for policy making decisions support in the

agricultural and the agri-food industry.

The seminar was a great opportunity for
the AGRICORE project to disseminate its
objectives, concepts, and methodological
considerations,

participating actively

by presenting some research insights

regarding the following topics:

» Assessing the role of Measure 6.1 start-up
aid for young farmers in export orientation:
Evidence from Greek agricultural sector
(Staboulis Christos - Natos Dimitrios -
Tsakiridou Efthimia - Gkatsikos Alexandros
-Mattas Konstadinos)

» Is CAP’s Young Farmers Scheme an
effective policy tool for regional growth?
(Gkatsikos Alexandros - Natos Dimitrios
- Staboulis Christos - Mattas Konstadinos
- Psaltopoulos Demetrios - Polymeros

Apostolos)

» Young farmers schemein Greece: Geographic
inequality and policy (Natos Dimitrios -
Mattas Konstadinos - Tsakiridou Efthimia -
Tsagris Michail - Markopoulos Theodoros)



4. AGRICORE

at the 179** EAAE

Semina

S

» A Synthesis on Agent-Based Impact
Assessment Models from the Perspective ofthe
EU Rural Development Policy (RDP) Measures

(Kog Ahmet Ali - Cagatay Selim - Veneziani

Mario - Baez-Gonzalez Pablo - Leyva-Guerrero

Carlos - Uysal Peyman - Filippini Rosalia)

Additionally, during the poster sessions of the

seminar, AXTA Innovation in collaboration

with EXELISIS presented the official
AGRICORE poster “Agent-based support tool

for the development of agriculture policies “.

The seminar constituted a nice occasion for
the dissemination of our research activities
after the COVID-19 pandemic and we are
looking forward to more meetings and events

in the future!
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AGRICORE is progressmg steadlly'

Our partners from the University of Parma
submitted the deliverable D1.2 -Details and
agreements for accessing the selected data
sources, with the aim to provide general
insights to researchers wishing to gain access
to selected non-publicly available datasets
on the administrative and bureaucratic
processes they mneed to undertake to
complete the necessary requests for access.
The Data Warehouse (DWH) for agriculture
policy impact assessment data management
was described in the respective deliverable
(DR.1) by Ayesa presenting the role and
functioning of the DWH within the AGRICORE
architecture as a fundamental component for
the storage, processing, and exchange of data
as well as the connection between ARDIT
and the data warehouse, as they provide
storage of potentially useful data sources
for the project. Furthermore, the advances
== regarding the AGRICORE suite architecture
and its interfaces achieved have been

i reported by IDENER (D6.1) describing how

W/ &7 47 i

selected data
sources

M18

Use Case
planning and
set of involved
stakeholders

and stakeholders
contacted

management

Use cases planned

the whole suite is built and how each of its
elements communicate with the others, this
is, the protocols and communication schemes
used. CAAND finalized the planning for the
execution of the three use cases considered in
the AGRICORE project and the list of relevant
stakeholders involved in each use case (D7.1)
asthefirststeptosuccessfully executetheuses
cases and Participatory Research (PR) and
to test and validate the resulting AGRICORE
tool in each scenario contemplated in this
project. On the other hand, AXIA updated the
initial plan for exploitation and dissemination
of results (D9.7) by delving into more details
regarding the exploitation process of the
AGRICORE suite and revising the preliminary
dissemination and communication strategy.
Finally, the AGRICORE video (D9.6)

was officially released on YouTube as a
presentational tool which will be utilized for
the effective communication of AGRICORE s
concept and objectives towards the relevant
stakeholders.

Details and Data Warehouse Data Warehouse AGRICORE

agreements for (DWH) ready for (DWH) for agriculture Architecture

accessing the operation policy impact and Interfaces
assessment data

MR25
AGRICORE D9.7- Midterm Plan
Video for the Exploitation
and Dissemination

of Results - PEDR
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SdX12tGZI8Q&t=4s

20 6. AGRIMODELS Cluster
2,

.&' Read the news from our sister

projects BESTMAP and MINDSTEP
forming the AGRIMODELS Cluster! ESSIIA%S

OTHER CLUSTERI

"\BESTMAP

“During the course of the past few months BESTMAP has been actively taking
part in various EU conferences, amongst which were the

in September
2021, with the session entitled “From empirical findings to a formalized
model: An agent-based approach to represent farmer decision-making on agri-
environmental schemes”, and the
in October 2021, with the session entitled “Measuring the effectiveness of
Agri-Environmental Schemes and Ecological Focus Areas for farmland bird
conservation across scales”. In addition to this, BESTMAP will be attending
the which will take place
between 22-26 November 2021. Moreover, the project published it’s first
scientific paper entitled

For more information about the BESTMAP activities click

Within the last months MIND
STEP s main activities include the
organization of and the participation
to several internal and external
events. During September, the project
held successfully its EC review
meeting and was present at the 179
EAAE Seminar organized at MAICH
in Crete, Greece. Furthermore,
MIND STEP hosted an internal WP4
meeting in Halle where the involved
partners spent one week in order
to discuss the exact interface that
connects the surrogate model and
AgriPolis. Focus was given on how
to integrate the two models despite
their differences and thus make
a substantial contribution to the
MIND STEP toolbox. Finally, the
MIND STEP partners are working on
exploitation activities and therefore
an internal Exploitation workshop
led by Geonardo Environmental
Technologies for MIND STEP work
package leaders took place on 15
October 2021.

For more information about the
MIND STEP activities click here!



http://bestmap.eu/
https://bestmap.eu/news/2773_-diversity-for-sustainable-and-resilient-agriculture-bestmap-at-the-landscape-2021-conference/
https://bestmap.eu/news/2773_-diversity-for-sustainable-and-resilient-agriculture-bestmap-at-the-landscape-2021-conference/
https://bestmap.eu/news/2786_bestmap-at-early-career-biogeographers-conference/
https://knowledge4policy.ec.europa.eu/event/2021-eu-conference-modelling-policy-support-collaborating-across-disciplines-tackle-key_en
https://bestmap.eu/news/2746_how-can-socio-environmental-modelling-support-policy-and-management-the-first-bestmap-study/
https://bestmap.eu/news/2746_how-can-socio-environmental-modelling-support-policy-and-management-the-first-bestmap-study/
https://bestmap.eu/news
https://mind-step.eu/
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:6849623601608486912
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:6849623601608486912
https://mind-step.eu/news/66/mind-step-present-at-the-197th-eaae-seminar-in-crete
https://mind-step.eu/news/66/mind-step-present-at-the-197th-eaae-seminar-in-crete
https://mind-step.eu/news/67/wp4-partners-meeting-in-halle-saale
https://mind-step.eu/news/67/wp4-partners-meeting-in-halle-saale
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:6855867550492868608
https://mind-step.eu/news-and-events
http://bestmap.eu/
https://mind-step.eu/

7. Who we are

4 The AGRICORE project builds on the strong knowhow and expertise of its part-

ners in the addressed scientific and industrial areas. The consortium is com-
prised of 11 European partners from 6 countries. AGRICORE is a well-balanced
project between industry and academia ensuring and speeding up the successful
\ implementation of all the actions towards its fruitful results.
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