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Tlos 2019 Excavation Works

Tlos 2019 Kazi Calismalari

Taner KORKUT — Giil ISIN — Cilem UYGUN - Bilsen OZDEMIR — Ozan USANMAZ

During the 2019 excavation season for the ancient city
of Tlos, excavations at the Parliament Building Complex,
the Acropolis West Rock Settlement Area, and the rock
tomb numbered 23.2 in the Necropolis Area were car-
ried out along with documentation work for items to
be studied at the excavation warehouse. In addition to
these, activities related to epigraphy, anthropology and
natural-cultural landscape studies were carried out both
in the field and in the excavation warehouse. At the end
of the season, the areas uncovered during the excava-
tions were documented and added to the city map, and
necessary protection measures were taken.

The first study area of 2019 was the building group
behind the fortification walls of the east Acropolis. The
group was thought to have a bouleuterion-prytaneion
function. The building consists of two separate spaces —
north and south — and is known as the Parliament Build-
ing Complex. After cleaning the inside, we observed that
the west wall of the room in the north was completed
with bedrock in the south and blocks in the north, with
an apsidal and square niche arrangement (fig. 1). The
opening of the vaulted staircase leading to the second
floor in the northwest corner of the space, the drilling
excavation on the west wall, the realization that the first
floor was animated with apsidal and square niches like
the second floor, and the absence of seating rows: all of
these make it difficult to understand the function of this
space. Although the existing architectural arrangement is
more like library-archive structures, arriving at a defini-
tive conclusion will be possible only when the ground
level of the space is reached. Ceramics, stone artifacts,
terracotta, metal, bone, etc. dating from the Prehistoric
Ages to the end of the Ottoman Period were found.
These demonstrate parallelism to the long-term use of
the acropolis through the fill 8 m high. Thanks to this
group of finds, further extended with materials used for
striking fake coins, numerous oil lamps, and terracotta

27

Tlos Antik Kenti 2019 kazi sezonunda Meclis Binasi Yapi
Kompleksi, Akropol Bati Kaya Yerlesim Alani ile Nekro-
pol Alanindaki 23.2 numarali kaya mezarinda kazi ve
temizlik; etitlitk eser deposunda ise belgeleme calisma-
lari gerceklestirilmistir. Diger yandan Epigrafi, Antropoloji
ve Dogal-Kiiltiirel Peyzaj ¢alismalarina yénelik etkinlik-
ler hem arazi hem de kazi evi deposunda yiiriitilmiistiir.
Sezon sonunda kazi c¢alismalari esnasinda agiga cikar-
tilan alanlar belgelenerek kent haritasina eklenmis ve
gerekli koruma tedbirleri alinmistir.

2019 yihnin ilk calisma alani akropol dogu surlari-
nin arkasinda kalan ve bouleuterion-prytaneion islevli
oldugu distintilen yapi grubudur. Kuzey ve giiney olmak
zere iki ayri mekandan olusan yapi Meclis Binasi Yapi
Kompleksi olarak tanimlanmistir. ic kismi kaplayan akinti
dolgunun temizlenmesiyle kuzey yondeki mekanin bati
duvarinin giiney bélimde anakaya, kuzeyde ise blok-
larla tamamlanarak apsidal ve kare nis diizenlemesiyle
olusturuldugu gorilmustiir (Res. 1). Mekanin kuzeybati
kosesinde ikinci kata cikis saglayan tonozlu merdiven
boslugunun aciga c¢ikarilmasi, bati duvarinda yapilan
sondaj kazisiyla birinci katin da ikinci kat gibi apsidal
ve kare nislerle hareketlendirildiginin anlagilmasi ve son
olarak oturma siralarinin olmayisi bu mekanin islevinin
anlasiimasini giclestirmistir. Mevcut mimari diizenleme
daha ¢ok kitiiphane-arsiv yapilari ile benzerlik goster-
mekle birlikte kesin sonuca mekanin zemin seviyesine
inildiginde ulasmak miimkiin olacaktr. 8 m yiiksekligin-
deki akinti dolgunun icerisinden akropoliin uzun soluklu
kullanimiyla paralellik gésteren Prehistorik Caglardan
Osmanli Dénemi sonlarina kadar tarihlenmis seramik, tas
eser, terrakotta, metal, kemik vb. buluntular ele ge¢mistir.
Cok sayidaki kandil ve terrakotta kaliplari yaninda sahte
sikke basimi icin kullanilan materyaller ile cesitlenen bu
buluntu grubu sayesinde kentteki yerel tiretim faaliyetle-
rinin dallari ve etkilesim alanlarina dair giincel verilere de
ulasilmistir (Res. 2).
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FIG. 1
RES. 1 Meclis Binasi Yapi Kompleksi, kuzey alan

Parliament Building Complex, north space

patterns, up-to-date data on the branches and areas of
interaction of local production activities in the city were
gathered (fig. 2).

During the excavations carried out in the assembly
building complex, it was necessary to remove the filling
due to the location of the rock tomb numbered 23.2 in
the necropolis. The fill from later periods that covered
the floor of the burial chamber contained ceramic pieces
showing Hellenistic and Roman Period characteristics
along with metal objects consisting of fasteners and lock
mechanisms as well as a quartz ring dated to the 1st
century AD (fig. 2). To the level of kline, it was built with
a plain facade made of jambs and lintels, The predomi-
nance of finds from the Early Roman Period supports
the view that the rock tombs belonging to the Classical
Period necropolis were reused in this process.

The western slope of the acropolis hill is bounded by
a high rock ridge in the eastern and northern direc-
tions. This became another excavation area of the 2019
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FIG. 2 Examples of excavation finds

RES. 2 Kazi buluntularindan érnekler

Meclis binasi yapi kompleksinde ydrtitiilen kazi ¢calisma-
lari esnasinda nekropoldeki 23.2 numarali kaya mezari-
nin yapiya bitisik konumu nedeniyle icindeki dolgunun
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season. The rock masses in this area were divided into
five different areas according to their architectural
arrangement (fig. 3). During the excavations, we came to
understand that the area had been used as a residence in
the Classical Period and later converted into a necropo-
lis in the Byzantine Period. The altar carved from the
bedrock in Area | is again connected with the Classical
Period settlement. The graves in which coins and cross-
shaped pendants were found in Areas II-V are related to
use of the necropolis in the Byzantine Period.

Data collection and control activities were carried out
for the “Tlos Inscriptions Corpus” project within the
framework of epigraphical studies. The earliest inscrip-
tions evaluated this season were from the Hellenistic
Period, with a representation of Ptolemy Soter on the
earliest one. Others were honorary, tomb and religious
inscriptions from the Roman Period.

Pathological findings such as gender, age and disease
traces were recorded after making morphological obser-
vations in the Byzantine Period burials. This was done
within the scope of anthropological examinations of
skeletons uncovered in the excavation areas or within
the tomb contexts. Another interdisciplinary project
of the Tlos excavations carried out every year is the
natural and cultural landscape research. This includes
a wide range of topics from the determination of the
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FIG. 3

Acropolis West
Rocks settlement
area

RES. 3

Akropol Bati
Kayaligi yerlesim
alani

alinmasini zorunlu kilmistir. Daha sonraki dénemlerde
séve ve lentodan olusturulmus yalin cepheli mezar oda-
sinin zeminini kline seviyesine kadar kaplayan dolgudan
Hellenistik ve Roma Dénemi 6zellikleri gésteren seramik
parcalari, raptiye ve kilit mekanizmasindan olusan metal
objeler ile MS 1. yy. tarihli kuvars yiiziik ele gecmistir
(Res. 2). Erken Roma Dénemi buluntularinin agirlikta
olusu Klasik Dénem nekropoliine ait kaya mezarlarinin
bu siiregte tekrar kullanildigr goriistinii desteklemektedir.

Akropol yiikseltisinin bati yamacinda dogu ve kuzey
yonlerde yiiksek kaya sirtiyla sinirlanan bolge 2019
sezonunun diger bir kazi alanidir. Bu bolgedeki kaya
kiitleleri mimari diizenlemelerine gére 5 farkli alana
ayrilmistir (Res. 3). Kazi ¢alismalari esnasinda alanin
Klasik Dénem‘de konut islevli olarak kullanildigi, Bizans
Dénemi’nde ise nekropole déntstirildigi anlasiimigs-
tir. | numarali alanda ana kayadan yontulmus sunak yine
Klasik Dénem yerlesimiyle baglantilidir. IV numaral
alanlarda sikke ve hag bigimli kolye uglarinin ele gectigi
mezarlar Bizans Dénemi nekropol kullanimiyla iliskiliclir.

Epigrafi calismalari cercevesinde “Tlos Yazitlari Korpusu”
projesine yonelik veri toplama ve kontrol faliyetleri ger-
ceklestirilmistir. Bu sezon degerlendirilen yazitlarin en
erkeni Uzerinde Ptolemaios Soter ifadesiyle Hellenis-
tik Dénem’dendir. Onurlandirma, mezar ve dini ice-
rikli yazitlardan olusan digerleri ise Roma Dd&nemine
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FIG. 4 Investigation of bones from Girmeler Cave

RES. 4 Girmeler Magarasi kemik buluntulari inceleme c¢alismalari

endemic plant species of the city to the design of urban
furniture.

In addition to the archaeological findings uncovered
during the 2019 excavation season, finds such as pottery,
stone tools and bones from the Girmeler Cave excava-
tions were also evaluated. These provide important data
on the prehistoric settlement history of the region (fig. 4).
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aittir. Kazi alanlarinda daginik olarak veya mezar kon-
teksti icerisinde ele gecen iskeletlere yénelik antropolo-
jik incelemeler kapsaminda Bizans Dénemi gémiilerde
morfolojik gozlemler yapilarak cinsiyet, yas ve hastalik
izleri gibi patolojik bulgular kaydedilmistir. Tlos kazilari-
nin her yil gerceklestirilen disiplinler arasi projelerinden
bir digeri de kentin endemik bitki tiirlerinin tespitinden
kent mobilyalarinin tasarimina kadar oldukca genis bir
konu yelpazesine sahip olan dogal ve kiiltiirel peyzaj
aragtirmalaridir.

Depo calismalari cergevesinde 2019 yili kazi sezonunda
ele gecen arkeolojik buluntulara ek olarak bdlgenin
prehistorik yerlesim tarihine iliskin énemli veriler sunan
Girmeler Magarasi kazilarinda ele gecen seramik, tas alet
ve kemik gibi buluntular da degerlendirilmistir (Res. 4).
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