
Abstract
This paper focuses on an illegally excavated and looted Lycian-type sarcophagus of the Classical period that 
was recently investigated by a team of archaeologists, physical anthropologists, and epigraphers. Data produced 
from the archaeological excavation inside and around the sarcophagus demonstrated that it had been in use 
from the Classical to the early Byzantine period. The first phase of use dates to the Classical period. The second 
phase, characterized by an inscription recording ‘Alexandros, son of Philippos’ added to the north long face of 
the sarcophagus, dates to the Hellenistic period and it seems that the sarcophagus with its Hellenistic inscription 
was used until the 4th century AD. The third phase of use covered the 4th to the 7th centuries AD, during the late 
Roman and early Byzantine periods. The last period of use is defined by a nearly 1 m deep fill, in four layers, 
containing 34 burials. This newly discovered sarcophagus of ‘Alexandros, son of Philippos’ casts a fresh light 
on Lycian burial customs and the social status of the deceased.
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Introduction
The ancient city of Tlos (Fig. 6.1), in the foothills of Mount 

village of Yakaköy, approximately 41 km east of Fethiye, was 

The large territory of the city apparently extended as far as 
the cities of Xanthus and Pinara to the south, Kadyanda and 
Telmessos to the west, and Araxa and Oinoanda to the north. 
The city was also located on the crossroads of a number of 
routes that connected the coast with the Lycian hinterland.

According to a Greek myth, the name of the city was 
derived from Tloos, who along with Pinaros, Xanthos, and 
Kragos was one of the four sons of Tremilus and Praksidike. 
However, this myth about the origin of the name of the city 
of Tlos is not very clear. It is likely that the name Tlos was 
originally an equivalent of the Lycian word Tlawa, a word 
that has often been linked to the ‘Land of Dalawa’ found 
in the late Bronze Age Hittite sources (Carubba 1993, 13). 
For instance, a Luwian hieroglyph mentioning the land of 

Dlawa has been attested on a Hittite monument at Yalburt 
near Konya in central Anatolia (Poetto 1993, 70–4). Apart 
from references in written sources, there is no explicit 
archaeological evidence from the site to confirm that there 
was a settlement at Tlos in the late Bronze Age, although 
recent excavations in the stadium area near the acropolis 
of the city have begun to yield Iron Age finds and some 
remains possibly of late Bronze Age character. It should, 
however, be noted that settlements of pre-Bronze Age 
character are common within the territory of Tlos (Korkut 
2014, 103–5). Archaeological soundings at the Tavabaşı 
Cave and the Girmeler Cave demonstrate human activity 
dating back to the early Neolithic period (Korkut 2014, 
108–10; 2015, 22–5).

The ancient city of Tlos witnessed its golden age in the 
Classical period in the 5th and 4th centuries BC, when Tlos 
and other Lycian cities were a part of the Persian Achaemenid 
Empire (Bryce 1986). Following his arrival in 333 BC, 
Alexander the Great took control of Tlos and all of Lycia. 




