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social, and applied archaeologies of the eastern Mediterranean, 
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geographic range spans three continents and brings together, as no 
academic periodical has done before, the archaeologies of Greece and 
the Aegean, Anatolia, the Levant, Cyprus, Egypt, and North Africa.

As the journal will not be identified with any particular archaeological 
discipline, the editors invite articles from all varieties of professionals 
who work on the past cultures of the modern countries bordering the 
eastern Mediterranean Sea. Similarly, a broad range of topics will be 
covered including, but by no means limited to:
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Archaeological sciences and archaeometry;
Material culture studies;
Ethnoarchaeology;
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Conservation and heritage studies;
Cultural heritage management;
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New technologies/virtual reality.
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the journal will engage professionals and scholars of archaeology 
and heritage studies as well as non-practitioners and students, both 
graduate and undergraduate.

In addition to combining traditional and theoretical archaeological 
data and interpretation, the journal’s articles may range from early 
prehistory to recent historical time periods. It also aims to publish 
accessible, jargon-free, readable, color-illustrated articles that will be 
informative for professional and non-professional readers. The journal 
does not publish unprovenanced artifacts purchased on the antiquities 
market or objects from private collections.
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            EARLY HOLOCENE IN GIRMELER 
 Def   ining Pre-Pottery Neolithic in Coastal 
Southwestern Anatolia 

      Burçin   Erdoğu    

    Taner   Korkut    

    Turan   Takaoğlu     

        abStraCt  

  T   he site of Girmeler so far is the only excavated Early 
Holocene site in the Aegean coastal region of Anatolia. 
Early Holocene Girmeler was inhabited by semiseden-
tary hunter groups living in wattle-and-daub huts with 
lime-plastered f   loors, exploiting a broad spectrum of wild 
animals and plant resources found within the immediate 
environs of the site. T   his article argues that Girmeler’s 
Early Holocene occupation of the late ninth and early 
eighth millennium BC belongs to the Pre-Pottery 
Neolithic sequence of southwestern Anatolia. In con-
trast to the Mesolithic insular Aegean sites representing 
the ninth and early eighth millennium, there are indica-
tions that agriculture was practiced at Girmeler. Results 
of one DNA study applied to a human bone from an Early 
Holocene grave at Girmeler showed that the occupants of 
the site possessed a gene also found at the Epipaleolithic 
populations of Pınarbaşı who lived in the fourteenth mil-
lennium BC in central Anatolia. 

 keY WordS:       southwestern Anatolia  ,   Girmeler  ,   Pre-
Pottery Neolithic  ,   Mesolithic  

     Archaeological excavations conducted at Girmeler as part 
of the Tlos Excavation Project in Lycia have recently begun 
to enhance our knowledge of both the cultural transmis-
sion and transformation that occurred in the Aegean 
between the Late Pleistocene and the Early Holocene, 
and the nature of the Neolithic period on the fringes of 
southwestern Anatolia. Th e recovery of data pertaining 
to the late ninth- and early eighth-millennium BC occu-
pation of Girmeler provides an opportunity to place this 
part of Anatolia within the theoretical discourse on the 
mechanisms of the westward expansion of the Neolithic 
mode of life. Th e fact that the neighboring Aegean islands 
in this period were defi ned by Mesolithic cultures makes 
Girmeler a much more intriguing site, especially when 
one considers the similarities and diff erences observed 
between the material remains of both regions. 

 Previous archaeological research has suggested that the 
Aegean coastal regions of Anatolia were not inhabited by 
hunter-gatherer communities before the Neolithic period, 
and that the fi rst sedentary agricultural villages there 
originated from westward movements of people from cen-
tral Anatolia and/or the Levant in the early seventh mil-
lennium BC (e.g., Özdoğan 2011;  Horejs et al. 2015 ;  Brami 
2017 ). Th is way of thinking has primarily relied on evi-
dence that supported the abrupt appearance of Neolithic 
life, including the sudden emergence of agriculture, new 
technological advances such as pottery and architec-
ture, economic developments such as domesticates, and 
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