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EDITORDEN

Akdeniz Universitesi iletisim Fakiiltesi’nin ev sahipliginde, Kocaeli Universitesi iletisim Fakiiltesi
ve BeuthHochschulefiirTechnik Berlin Enformatik ve Medya Béliimdi isbirliginde gerceklestirilen
Il.Uluslararasi Medya Calismalari Kongresi’nin konusunu, “Yeni Medya ve Gorsel Kiiltiir”olustu-
ruyor. Yirmibirinci ylizyilin basinda yeni medya teknolojisi, yasamimizin tiim alanlarini kapsiyor ve
serbest zamandan, mesleki faaliyetlere kadar genis bir yelpazede etkin kullanimi gerektiriyor. Kus-
kusuz Gorsel Kiiltiir, (zerinde ok tartisilan ve farkli bilim dallari perspektifinden tanimlanmaya
calisilan bir arastirma alanini ifade ediyor. iletisim ve Medya bilimi gibi Kiiltiirel Calismalar, Sanat
Tarihi ve Estetigin de arastirma konularinin i¢cinde yer almasi, bilimsel profilini ortaya koyamama-
sina neden oluyor. Bununla birlikte Kongremizde,Gorsel Kiiltiiriin, iletisim Bilimi perspektifinden
yeni medyanin Uretim ve tasarimlan gercevesinde irdelenmesi dngérilmektedir. Bu gercevede
kitle iletisimi gibi kisilerarasi iletisim alaninda da 6nem kazanan yeni medyanin ve olusturdugu
gorsel kiltiirin, irdelenmesi iletisim bilimi agisindan anlam kazanmaktadir.

Kongremizde, “Yeni Medya ve Gorsel Kiiltlir” e odaklanarak; kuramsal perspektifler ve yéntem,
medya teknolojileri, degisen yayinailik, dijital kiltir, siyasal iletisim, yeni toplumsal hareketler,
temsil-kimlik, giindelik yasam, hukuk ve etik, kurumsal iletisim, dijital oyunlar, medya enddistrisi
sanatsal tiretim ve kiiltiir-6tesilik ve ulus 6tesilige yonelik yapilan bilimsel arastirmalar sonucunda
elde edilen bulgularin ortaya konulmasini ve uluslararasi bilimsel bir ortamda tartisiimasini amag-
liyoruz. Kongremizde yapilan bilimsel tartismalarin, akademisyenlerimize ve tilkemizde iletisim
biliminin gelisimine katkida bulunmasini diliyoruz.

Il.Uluslararasi Medya Calismalari Kongremizin diizenlenmesine katkida bulunan tim tniversitele-
rin yetkili kurullarina, kongrenin olusumuna katki saglayan organizasyon komitelerimize, bildirile-
riyle bu bilimsel platformun gelisimine katki saglayan arastirmacilara, destek olan tiim sponsorla-
rimiza ve kongre ana sponsoru Akdeniz Universitesi’nin kurulusuna biiyiik katki saglayan Antalya
Universite Destekleme Vakfi’'na tesekkiirii bir borg biliriz.
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A THREE-LEVEL MODEL OF THE PUBLIC SPHERE. THE GEZI PARK PROTESTS AS A TESTING
GROUND

Elisabeth KLAUS,
Prof. Dr. Universitit Salzburg, elisabeth.klaus@sbg.ac.at

ABSTRACT

My talk/paper introduces a three-level model of the public sphere. There is not one single
political public sphere, but very different actors from different publics are involved in the
social and cultural processes by which norms and values that govern a society are debated.
Theorists have often equated the public sphere with the highly organized political
institutions, economic organizations and mass media. All these are situated at the complex
level of the public sphere. However, at the intermediary level relatively stable groups, such
as clubs, associations or counter-publics, are also pursuing their specific interests by
addressing the public. Finally, everyday publics are comprised of social sub-groups that
meet and interact spontaneously in everyday life.

Studies of social movements have shown that the model can be used to better understand
the formation, the successes and failures of social movements. But has this changed in the
digital age and how? Given performativity of today’s social movements, what is the role of
artistic and cultural production in their internal and external organization? The
talk/paper addresses these questions. Throughout, he Gezi Park protests in 2013 serve as
an example to illustrate, enhance and clarify the theoretical considerations.

Keywords: Social Media, Creating Content, Digital Story-telling, Photograph, Video, Infographic.

KAMUSAL ALANIN UC ASAMALI MODELI: BiR TEST ALANI OLARAK GEZi PARKI PROTESTOLARI
OZET

Konusmam/¢alismam kamusal alana yénelik ti¢ diizeyli bir modeli tanitmaktadir. Tek bir
siyasal kamusal alan yoktur, tersine pek ¢ok farkli alandan pek ¢ok farkli aktor bir
toplumu yoneten rol ve dederlerin tartisildigi sosyal ve kiiltiirel stireglere dahil olmaktadir.
Kuramcilar siklikla kamusal alant hayli tegkilath siyasal kurumlarla, ekonomik érgiitlerle
ve kitle iletisim araglari ile esit tutmuglardir. Tiim bunlar kamusal alanin karmasik
diizeyinde konumlandirilmistir. Ancak ara diizeyde kliipler, dernekler ya da karsi-kamular
gibi kismen istikrarli gruplar da kamuya hitap ederek kendi ¢zel ¢ikarlarinin pesinden
gitmektedirler. Sonucta giindelik kamular giindelik hayatta birbiriyle karsilasan ve
birbirini etkileyen sosyal alt-gruplardan olusmaktadir.

Toplumsal hareketler konusunda yapilan ¢alismalar, modelin, toplumsal hareketlerin
yapisini, bagarilarint ve bagarisizliklarint daha iyi anlamada kullanilabilecegini
gostermektedir. Ancak bu durum dijital ¢agda degismekte midir ve nasil? Giintimiiz
toplumsal hareketlerinin edimselligi géz éniine alindiginda, bu hareketlerin i¢c ve dis
organizasyonunda sanatsal ve kiiltiirel tiretimin rolii nedir? Calisma/konusma bu sorulara
odaklanmaktadir. 2013 yilindaki Gezi Parki protestolari kuramsal gériisleri sergilemek,
gelistirmek ve actklamak adina bir érnek tegkil etmektedir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Sosyal Medya, i¢erik Olusturma, Dijital Hikayecilik, Fotograf, infografik.
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INTRODUCTION

In my talk I want to suggest a model of the public sphere that was developed long before the times of the
internet, but seems —- moderately modified - especially adequate to capture changes prompted by digital
media. When I was thinking of an example to illustrate my points at a conference in Turkey, not surprisingly
the Gezi Protests came into my mind. With the great international resonance, its focus on public spaces, its
performativity, and its reliance on digital as well as traditional media and communication, it seems a very
fitting testing ground for the stability of the model.

At the same time, this endeavour is presumptuous. I have not been at Gezi and I have not followed the
development of the movement very closely, as is also true for the characteristics of the Turkish public sphere.
However, there is much literature from German and English-American communication research now
pondering the character, significance and repercussions of the protests (e.g. David/Toktamis 2015; Guttstadt
2014; Ozkirimh 2014).

The main thesis I am following here is that the internet and digital media are supporting social
movements in their quest to stage protest events, among others through performativity and visualization. At
the same time protest movements become more instable as internet and digital media are completely tied to
the social hierarchies.

In order to discuss my thesis I will ask three questions:

Firstly, how do we conceptualize the public sphere in order to understand counter-publics and their
ability to rally people for a cause and prompt individual, cultural or social changes?

Secondly, what is the role of art and cultural production in introducing new topics into the public
debates and establish counter-hegemonic meanings?

And thirdly, how did the internet and social media change the conditions for the formation of social
movements and its characteristics?

1. A THREE-LEVEL MODEL OF THE PUBLIC SPHERE

For a long time now I am interested in public sphere theory and social movements as well as in Gender
Studies and feminist communication theories. Reading Habermas and other theorists of the public sphere, I
stumbled across a paradox. Habermas’ theory is based on the assumption that one political public exists, that is
clearly distinguished from the private realm. Furthermore it rests on the assumption that only those who are
allowed to voice their interests in the political debates can be heard. But then, how was it possible that women
gained their voting rights in the beginning of the 20th century and were able to conquer the public when at the
same time they were almost completely excluded from participating in the public sphere? They could not vote,
they were not allowed to form political groups, when married they could do little in public without the consent
of their husbands, but still, the historical women’s movements achieved many of their goals. How could these
changes be achieved?

To find an answer to this paradox, we have to assume that the public sphere is much more open and
dynamic as many theorists have assumed. This entails several challenges to the dominant theories of the
public sphere: We need to question the dualism between the private and the public realm as feminist theory
has done. We need to question a narrow definition of politics that restricts political actions to the dominant
organizations and institutions and instead open it up to our everyday negotiations of how we want to live. And
connected to this, we need to broaden our understanding of the actors in the public sphere and open our
perspective from the one dominant public to the multiple publics articulating their interests.

In my conceptualization, the three-level model of the public sphere consists of four components that are
closely intertwined (cp. Klaus 2001; Klaus 2016):
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